be a new development in the marketplace; This 1swhy ;v(ze& are :i'n’ﬁer'- 8

|  ested in subscription television programing,

- You gentlemen are very familiar with the FCC’s proposed rule
authorizing subscription television programing, and I know you have
“heard much about 1t from many withesses during the past ‘week, so
there is no need for me to discuss it in detail, There are parts of it,
however, which T would like to see modified. =~~~ - i

e For example, the five-station-market rule would have to be modi-

~ fied or waived in our case to permit us to broadeast subscription tele-

- vision programs in Atlanta, since, as I have indicated, we are pres-

ently only the fourth station on the air, However, I believe the pro-

posed rule is basically sound and provides a good point of departure

“tor further experimentation and innovation in ‘subscription television

~ programing—and I earnestly hope that the. Commission will proceed
~ Now, let’s assume that the,Comni}isSion’dokes:*issue”the rule and either
as a result of modification or waiver of the five-station Pprovision,

- channel 17 can commence to offer subscription television programs:

§ What’s going to happen? Well, for the first year there would be no

significant change in our operation because I ~assume it would take

the decoders required for subscription television broadcasting, But,

at some point in the following year, T would ‘hope we could com-
. Mence some subscription programing, What our penetration of sub-
- scribers in the Atlanta market might be 1s obviously a matter of
‘conjecture at this time, = Cor T T e
I believe, ‘however, it is reasonable to expect that at the end of 2
Years, after we commence subscription brograming, we might achieve
a 10-percent penetration. In the Atlanta market, this would be about
- 80,000 homes. With this as my box office, I assure you will be able to
~provide a type of programing that is not now—and I do not believe
-ever will be available on-the so-called free or conventional system. Op-

‘erating within the framework of the Pproposed rule, we could provide

our subscribers with the very best movies within a few months after
their release. ~ T T ; '

presently available on TV, with the exception of two or three out of 80
baseball games played at home each year, f : s
I realize that, in the case of baseball, this would require a waiver of
the Commission’s 2-year rule on sports programing, but I would hope

B that, with the assurance of the Braves that they would continue to

‘provide on “free” television at least the same number of games as they

~ are now making available to the public, that the Commission would |
- grant such a waiver. o Tl L

Atlanta is a great community for éollegé a.ﬁ,d,‘high" school sports,

2 ‘particularly football and basketball. Presently, with few exceptions, -
~ these games are not available for televising, for the sn’jﬂplke reason‘ that o




