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agd those without, would be foi'ced to pay for that which they now receive free
ze, . S
For thege reasons, we strongly Support the enactment of H.R. 12435

€ respectfully request that thig Statement pe made a part of the record of
your wacommittee’s hearing on bay television, : P ‘

tfully Submitteqd,

WaRrp L, QUuAAL, President.
——

AMERIOAN Farm BureaUu FEDERATION,
: ~Washington, D.0., October 17, 1967,
Hon. ToRBERT H. MacponaLp,

C'haimum, Power ang (JOmmzmieations Subcommittee, Interstate and Foreign
Commerce Commy » U.S. House of Representatives, Washinyton, D.c,

ittee
Drar CoNarESSMAN MAGDONALD ; The American Farm Bureau Federation has
fqllovyed with great interest_the hearing conducted by the P

working tool for many farm families who depend uapon it as a source of up-to-
date‘ weather and market reports and alse information of a technical nature con-
cermpg cultura.l‘ and marketing Dractices essentig] for efficient and profitable

the American brivate, competitive enterprige system. Our most recent policy
statement dealing with radio ang television broadcasting; adopted by the voting
delegates to the 1966. annual meeting states, in part: ; ;
“Adequate daytime and nighttime radio and television service should be avail-
able to farm ang rural families in aJ] areas of the nation, Neither Congress nor

tunities become available, we favor allocations to rural areas not now receiving
adequate service, :

which have at least five television broadca‘sting facilities, including the one
*which might be converted to a pay broadcasting basis. On the surface, it might
appear that this limitation would not involve stations now serving rural areas
and, therefore, would not substantially affect rural viewers, Although the effect
on stations Serving rural viewers might be inconsequential at the outset, the long-
range results would be highly significant,

"~ We are concerned in two respects that subseription telecasting, regardless of
the degree to which it is limited initially, in the long run will tend to erode the
current system, of commercial television. First, any alteration of the present com-
mercial television system which requires allocation of one or more of the limited
number of channels for STV use obviously would narrow the total Scope of tele-
casting. The public, including rural residents, would be denied access to the
channels so allocated either for existing commereia] usage or for expanded




