2 FEDERAL OIL SHAL® PROGRAM

. T.he7 Secretary explained that the five-point progfam will involve the fol-
owing : ‘

than for oij and gas leases, the initiation of examination anqg contests to re-
move clouds on title arising from oil shale and other. mineral claims, ang -
Testoration of Sodium to ‘Withdrawn statug €xcept where: the Secretary spe-
cifically finds that particular Sodium deposits can be extracted without damage
to the oil shale resource, Pending Sodium preference right Jeage applications -

- 'Will be promptly considered on their merits, : :

“A ‘blocking—up brogram’ in which the Secretary will give consideration to ap-
Plications from private ownerg of scattered ol shale lands to exchange part of
them for Federal lands of similar quality as to mineral and other physical char-
acteristics. The purpose of these exchanges would be to permit Some consolidg-

- tion of private holdings which are at bresent too scattered for efficient mining
“operations. Under this program the Secretary will consider applications for
blocking only where the applicant agrees to a time schedule and investment com-
mitmentg for the development of economie ining and recovery operations, - “Ap-
blicants will algo be requireq to agree to develop the blocked up lands -in ge-
«<ordance with the best conservation principles, both with regard to maximizing
the inineral values to be recovered and to'mini’mizing damage to the environ-

firm assurances that a commercial scale plant will be constructed, and that good
conservation practices will pe observed in the commercial Operation. SR
“A fourth brogram will seek to -enlist the Atomic Energy Commission ang
pbrivate capital with the Department of the Interior to find ways to retort the
oil from the shale in situ. ‘Undergroung atomic explosiong will be researcheq -

as.a means of fracturing deep deposits of shale, and making possible the retopt.

" found technically ang commerically feasible, wonld go far toward solving the -
difficult problems of brotecting the landscape of the Green River'Formationk area
from the secarg of traditiona]l mining and processing of minerals, The organic )
matter (kerogen) present in the rock formation known a8 oil shale is a solid
that is converted to a liquid by heating. The concept of underground retorting
is that the shale first should be broken into small pieces by g massive explosion.
‘Thereafter heat would be applied to the broken shale, and the liquid oil pumped
to the surface, , SR :

“Finally, the Department will request funds for g broad program of research

-and investigation by the Geologic‘alr Survey, Bureau of Mines, ang Bureau of

Land Management, _Some of thege research projects will involve cloge coopera-

tion and joint barticipation with other Federal agencies, industry ang public-and

. Private Tresearch facilitieg, Objectives of this part of the prorgam will include
- the development of more information on the location, eharac‘teristics, and values

“A major concern in developing the oi] shale program,” the Secretary said,
“has been to énunciate policies and procedures that will protect the publie interest
fully, and at the same time will offer reasonable incentives to private capital to
barticipate in an Accelerated research and -development brogram.: - : '




