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I think the committee should know ‘that we are already taking one

“initial step in this area, using atomic energy for peaceful uses with

~regard to oil and gas development, Three weeks ago Dr., Seaborg and

L signed a contract with the ] Paso Natural Gag Co. In northern
New Mexico, near the Colorado border, we are going to carry out next
fiscal year thig Operation Gasbuggy project. I want to describe it
to the committee very brieﬂy because [ thing it isimportant, -

to be useful in certain types of formatio.n, We may make g fantastic
Increase of our hatural gag reserves by using atomic energy as a recov-
ery device, B! , - . Tl x
This is a thing that éveryone has talked about, dreamed about, and
S0 on, L ,

Now, in termg of oil shale, if Operation Gasbuggy works, then the
next big step 1s what is being called Project Bronco. This would be an f
attempt at some carefully chosen place, probably at the edge of the
oil shale deposits, to determine whether, by using an atomie device,

you can fracture the o0il shale to permit the in sity brocess to work.

Opment.

It will be*neoessary for me to leave the hearing at this time. We
have a meeting of the OTA Wwatchdog committes, There are a fow
problems there, also. ST e ,

I will ask Senator Moss to take ovep and chair the meeting for the

alance of the mornip . PR
enator Moss (presiding). T want to ask one question, Mr, Secre-
tary, about thig brocess of blocking up. There are, of course, a good
many school sections ot In this area of o1l shale deposits, such ag in
ord Township in my State. Schoo] sections are not encumbered by




