tent, but no radioactivity wag detected in the groundwater following the shot
(ether from Deutron activation or leakage from the cavity) ‘because of the sur-
rounding competent medium. '

With regard to water contamination, it ig perhaps useful to-note the Atomie

The NT'S groundwater provides the water supply for a’pproﬁcimatély 7,000 AEd

includes drinking, cooking, washing, and a]j normal pursuitg for which watey is
hecessary. Radiation levels of the water are low enough so that contamination
isnotga problem. : L .
Finally, with regard to another question of Senator Allott as to.the extent the
Department of Interior controls the non-nuclegr portion of the Gasbug‘gy Droject,
I am enclosing g CODY of a letter to the ARC dated December 1, 1966 from the Sec.
- retary of the Interior, - . ‘ ,
' hank you for the opportunity of broviding thig further inform‘aiton for the
~record. , '
Sincerely,

Ricuarp HAMBURGER, ‘
- JoHN 8, KEervy, :
Director, Division of Peaceful N uclear Haplosives,

[ Enclosure]

, DEPARTMENT oF rrp INTERIOR,
‘ Washington, D.C.; December 1, 1966,
Dr. GLeny T. SEABORG,

O’hairman, U.S. Atomic Energy;(}ommission,
Washmgton, D.o. :

DEar Dg. GLENN SEARORG > Field work will begin S00on on Project Gasbuggy,

a joint Government—industry experiment to determine the feasibility of using

nuclear explosiveg to stimulate produetion of natural gas from a reservoir of
‘low broductivity in the San Juan Bagin, which has been approved by the Con- .

. gress. Therefore, it is appropriate to clearly define the roles of the Department -

As you Xnow, there has been an active cooperative effort over: a .period of
many years between, the Atomic‘Energy Commigssion and. agencies of ‘the De-
bartment of the Interior, especially the Bureau of Mines and the Geological
Survey.  Thig cooperation has been especially active during the past few years
in Plowshare applicationg research.” Becauge of this, in July 1964 the Bureau
of Mines wag designated ag the coordinating agency within the Department and

- Was given the responsibility to conduct liaison with organizations ottside the
epartment on aj] matterg bertaining to Plowshare DProjects involving hydo-
cafrbon,production or storage. The Proposed Gasbuggy experiment certainly will
“concern the Bureay of Mines, the GeologiéaLSurvey, the Bureay of Land Man-
agement, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, ang the Office of the Solicitor. Perhaps
other Departmenta] agencies also will pe affected, ; o

We visualize the respective roles of the various Departmentsl agencies in the
proposed experiment ag follows : ' : : 5 '
~ The Bureau of Mineg will continue to coordinate work within the Depart-
ment and to conduct liaigon with agencies and organizations outside the Depart-
mment. In addition, the Bureau’s technical bersonnel wilj participate actively in
bre-shot and bost-shot natural gas reservoir'evaluati()ns. = Ce i

The Geologieal Survey will continye to provide geologic and ground-water
hydrologic Services and, with the Bureauy of Land Management, asgist in matterg

pertaining to use of Federal‘ lands for the e€xXperiment, f"l,’herOﬁice of the Solicif‘




