,—

ore of aluminum, gre now being investigated for marketability by private
‘companies. Thig effort has been somewhat hampereq by the fact that the Depart-
ment of Interior has so ‘rar refused to Specify whethep Dawsonite is leasable
under the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, or locatable under the Mining Act of
1872, and if locatable, whether by Dlacer or by lode claim. Private industry awaits
that determination. In the meantine, these discoveries point up the necessity
for a comprehensive national “oil ‘shale bolicy ‘which would put to most advan-
tageous use all of the related minerals of the western oil shale lands.]

Senator Hansen. Tf I may, Mr,.Seeretary, I would like to refer to
testimony on page 5 of your brepared statement, You say: .

Aided by these comments we have in process the further intensive study of
oil shale bolicy which ig 80 necessary in arriving at the decisions on 2 proper
program. Our target date for completion of this study ig mid-J anuary 1968.

Could I ask what this study entails ? , 5 :
Mr. UDALL.‘WeH, it entails really, Senator,at‘th’is point, a review
of all the comments that had been received. It entails any and all second
thoughts that my own people have haq about what we did in May.
It entails thig hearing. Tt entails the other comments ang suggestions
we received., : S , ' :
~In other words, we are going to need some time to evaluate and digest
all this mass-of material, . - v L ,
| Senator Hansen. Tt would be your PUrpose,. as you proceed with
this study, to firm up your feeling on regulations and perhaps to
consider their publication in the Federal Register, sa s Within a year
Or two is that correct ? S » : S
Mr. Udall. Our objective is to move as rapidly as we can, and I have
indicated this J anuary date because we have this fixed in our own mind.
I'want you to know that. o . o :
enator Hansen. Thank you. oot v
~ Mr. Secretary, & number of companies have pending before you at
the present time applications for sodium preference right leases, It is
my understanding that these companies have made detailed technical




