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Tnonmineral in character, and upon the further ground that the claims.
- 'were not valid ag of the date of the passage of the Mirera] Leasing -
Act, and yet, not Withstanding this fact, the Department of the Interior

many years latter issued Patents to these lands, = = '

I was concerned, especially in this case, by the

¢ fact that person who

sold these lands to an oil company, the Gtenera] Péti*olefum,‘Co'rp.,’jo“f, i
Delaware, was able to sell some 5,000 acres of unpatented land for a
considerable sum of money, and apparently the General Petroleum

OrP. was sufliciently confident of the ultimate acquisition of the title
that they paid a considerable amount of money for thege claims, For
the 24,000 acres, this. patent applicant paid the GOevernmentg of the
United States some $61,500~$2.5O an acre—undep the Minera] Leasin
Act. These same lands were sold, actually an undi_vi(;ied‘ interest in the

thereafter makes g profit, then that is something lawfully, Properly,
-~ and Teasonably done. But it there is any Suggestion that the title to the
patent ought not to have been released by the ‘Government,*then this ;
1s certainly an instance of g windfall profit which the Department -
ought to protect the public against, e R
Senator Moss. May I interrupt You for just amoment?

Mr. Ly~on, Yes, sir. , f .; ey e R

‘Senator Moss. Are you talking about the Minera] Leasing Act or
the mining law 2 T do not believe you can get a patent— : A

Mr. Ly~on. Tf T said that, then it wag said in error, I am talking -
under the mining law of 1879, You can get a patent under the mining
law; you cannot get a patent under the Mineral Leasing Act. That is
-correct. : : S ;

So the first point T want to make, and this is about all that T would
52y as to this point, is that I ‘think there ought to be a review of the '
Procedures that are followed in the Department of the Interior in

ealing with thege valuable public resources. = ; ; '

In the hearings of March 12, T think it was, or May 12, 1965, Under ,
Secretary Carver clearly brought the power into_fogus, the tremendous

- So the point that I am making is that, before the Department js , e
entrusted, as really it Is already, T think, by law, but since Secretary
Udall is asking the guidance of the ‘committee,’I. think the committee

Now, in saying this, again I am Dot trying to cast aspersions on
anybody’s honesty and Integrity, but certainly the procedures have left
ymuohtobedesired.‘ e U e G et e

Sp’eciﬁca;lly, I*think?somei)ne[shoﬁld Inquire of the SeCreta,ry’;why S
it was that, even though the Department, was well-advised of this
great spate of claims, no withdrawal orders were issued. until after S
all the land, essentially all of the valuable land, in the center, the heart, i

~ of the Piceance Basin had been claimed. = L e




