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Ay Rénator Allott told- thig Committee at the time of itg hearings on May 12,
1965;«-“"11'1‘0‘0101*3?&0' ‘alone; he combi Sources of oilshale ,'underl'ying‘ some -
- 1,380 sqiiare miles'is in excess of one‘rtri‘lliton»;baprel ‘ As,‘Se'c;rétray Udall said in
- ‘the preface to hig leasing. proposals, ‘.‘"The‘*ﬂehés‘ftlfsha%le are believed to be in the.
Piceance ‘COreek Basin of “Colorado, Where‘so‘me\ 770,000; Acres. contain 25-gallon-
per-ton-shaleé in ‘thicknesseg of 15 feet or more;’” Indeed, it has been saiq that in

- the Piceance ‘Basin there are several sections of “land:in’' which the imbedded

- Teserves of oil shale are as thick as 2,000 feet! NP R

S

At the time of the hearings of May 12, 1965, then Under Seere«taryr John A.
Oérvgy to,ldm_thiiis«ﬂommitteef that a major- Droblem in the fo mulatiqnt..of ‘policy

valang oil shale development Ay In the adjudication of the Yalidity, or in-
- validity, of ‘unpatented prei'1*9203min»iﬂg claimis’ The Clrairman";of"thi's"C»o‘m/mirttee;a '

the Hon. Henry M. Jackson, advised me by lepter received September 11, 1967, that - :
the Committec “cannot hear arguments or views on the validity or invalidity of
the Joil shale mining claimg.” “This issue,” he “said, f‘pfrope;ry is before the
Courts,” 1- shall, of course, observe this limitation anq shall confine my. remarks
tothe mattar before the Committee, ‘the brobable effect of Secretary ‘Udall’y pro-
posed’ regulations on the development of the oil shale reserves in the publicly
owned lands of the United States.” ) EET :
- Seeretary Udall’s broposed leasing regulations. were formulated to Implement
a five point program announced January~27, 1967 which was intended to Promote
the recovery of oi} shale and associateq Ininerals from the Green River Formation,

The first point of that brogram involveqd action to clear title -to public oil shale
landsiin the area. : SRR P e ’
This key: point wag not necessary because of the Pre-1920 claimsg, the ones now- L
beforeithe. courts, byt ‘because of-the filing of;;lit‘zegj:;glily‘;th{ousaquq‘01’ claims during
-the year 1966, On the same day on which the Secretary fannoun‘cedms five point:
program, he issueq an order withdrawing ithe of] shale lands from turther claimg,
This action haq been urged on the Secretary py persons within anq without the
Department. To my knowledge the withdrawa] order had been Tecommended ag.
early as.-March, 1966.‘Forwhatever reasons, the order was not finally issueq until
January 27,1967, Coied ST U i ‘
AsT am Sure the Committee knows, these claims, unlike the pre-1920 claims, are’
not “oil:shale. claims?, fTheyvlwere-‘appareinfbly baised on ‘the presence in ‘the ‘forma-
tion'of metals ang sother mi lerals Dresumably not covered by the Minerai Leasing
Act of 1990, S e o T : :
R To'gain some idea of ‘the extent of thege filings, 1 ‘accompanie
tinguished member of the UnitednStates Senate, the Hon. Payl H.

unclaimed had been claimed in 1966 e Ll i
'Between May 6, 1966 -and the date upon which ~~thﬁe:‘fset‘retaryf;i-ssued the with-

drawal, one man alone, Mr. Merie I. Ziweifel of Shawnee, Oklahoma, filed over

©'The.intentions of Mr, Zweifel with regard to these claimg are ho't';)bs'eure; In
- said: “The government, ¢, tie up oil shale, has been trying to defeat the use of °
mining claimsg; There are other mineral‘s, intersperseq with oil shale and I defy
them (Interior Department officials) to even lease these lands unlegsg they bring
the whole -thingimﬁozﬂo@u&’?" e L ) : R
Mr.*Hanne“t’s article; in which thig Quotation "appeared,iwent on to say: “Secre-
1 fear it may not pe as easy as suggested to decare the claims invaliq. Unles.s
paktenetfap‘plications ‘are submitted. “¢q ‘bring the matter into Toetis”, an‘unlikely »
Dossibility, the Secretary would have to init,iate \conAtest proceedings which might: .




