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sideration by any others who may in the future be delving into the 0il shale
problem S ‘ - Dl e
VI. CONCLUSION 8

. .

composition-wise, and having shared their deep interest in oil ‘shal
ﬂagging,‘concern for the public interest, anq the pressures and“fr‘ustrations, I
must state bagic truths to you who may read thege comments :

Having barticipated with my fellowboard members Physically, orally; and
e, their un-

# The proposals Wwere : » ‘ '
(1) Oil shale development ig not presently g matter of major concern in the over-gll
national needs for energy, . 5
Efforts to develop a viable oil shr:le industry as an alternate Source of national
i nteres '

Immediate efforts to develop an ofl shale industry do not pose a serious threat
to -that bortion of oup national economy represented by the ~oil,industry and other
industrieg Supplying our energy requirements, :

1 Partieg interested in “oil ‘shale development are in various ‘Stages of progress.
toward commencement of g commercial oil shale industry, .
The federa] government controls Some 759 of the total acreage and some 859

(
of the known reserves of oi] shale. An additional 5% of both acreage and reserves may

ment will not necessarily Prevent development of an oi] shale industry by those able
to acquire Erivate and state lands, :
(8 holding the federal reserves from access creates g favored Position for
oil shale development in the hands of the relatively few holders of hon-federal lands,
Numeroug companies op groups. of i‘nvestors are demonstrating Substantial
interest ang makiwg major investments in efforts to develop an of] shale industry,
(10) Withholding federal landg will not brevent sych: development, but will restrict
Ccompetition ang may reduce the probabilities‘.gof a breakthrough into successful and
économically feasipla development. : p - 3 :
11) The federal oi] shale reserves could be attractive for Speculative investment, as
contrasted to development investment, ; : 3 .

benses may require review of the propriety of the above distribution of receipts.
Again, this is g Problem noted for consideration‘, but one considered. to be beyond the
sion. : ; .

: Thp current . controversy .over the ownership of unpatented mining claims
Ccreates g situation that allows neither federal nor brivate——anqg in some casesstate—-,
control of the controverted: lands for burposes of development. Until such controversies
are resolved the lack of necessary ‘certainty of title in federal or non-federal ownership
retards develop’ment. e o D S :

The federal government {s receiving N0 present income either in royalties, -
rentals, or ag tax base from itg of] shale reserveg and - hag increa’sing continuing ex.
benses in theijr management, - . : ! i . : : AR

. (21) Withholding oil shale reserves- from access or granting of acecess without
making such access open to competition can be expected to evoke accusations of-
‘favoritism’ against responsible federal officials,




