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FEDERAL OIL SHALE PROGRAM : 311

U.S. Senare,
CoOMMITTEE onN APPROPRIATIONS, ,
: : Washington,ﬂ.()., September 14, 1967,
Senator Hengry M. JAcKsoN, ‘ : N
Ohairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Oommz‘ttee', New Senate Oﬁioe,Building,
Washington, D.o. o SIS i ‘

DEAR Mg. CHAIRMAN: T am taking this obportunity to comment on the oil
shale resource problem that is currently being considered by your committee, :

Three facts stand out in any examination of these il shale deposits,

First, the vast extent of the resource, According to the Geological Survey th
deposits- contain 170 trillion barrelg of oil. Estimateg of recoverable oil ‘range
to high figure of 2.6 trillion barrels worth more than $5 trillion,

"~Second,\85% of the resource is owned by the American Deople through their
government, ’ '

~Third, vre appear to know virtually nothing about the full ‘extent or value of
this precious resource and very little about development costs, problems anq
Processes. - : '

“For these reasons I urge your Committee to prohibit the Secretary of the
Interior from broceeding with plans to lease this shale oi} land to private industry
for~1_je‘search and' development, Any attempt by the Secretary“'to draft final
regulations in view of the many unanswered questions that remain woulq ‘be
akin to the efforts of a blind man in a darkened room to read an unknown
language. ‘ ‘ ‘

I have seen no evidence to indicate that it is essential, or even desirable to
develop these shale oil reserves with the haste exemplified by the- Secretary of
the ‘Interior’g decision to issue draft regulations, Naturally the Secretary is
Undérvs‘evere bres=aures from within the oi] industry to Proceed with a develop7
ment plan. But it is up to your Committee, Mr, Chairman, to put a brake on the
present headiong rush to lease this lang, SR R
This Committee and the Congress, not the Interior Department, should make
the significant decisions ag to how thig extraordinarily valuable broperty should -
be Kandled. The stakes are too high, the public interest is too transcendent, the
pressures are top great, and the questions are too many to permit thege decisions




