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: Were‘offered~f0r1$1.25' per faére Witho'ut reservation of their minerals, ‘althoukgh,
School Sections were Supposed to pe nonminergy. Reservation of minerajg by
‘ e 4 ion in pof ,

‘The mining law, ag bassed May 10, 1872, wag Clearly Written around metalli- :
ferous lode and- placer depositsg, Thereafter,‘ Congregy from time to time ay-
thorizeg the acquisition of some ‘nonmetallicr mineralg ineludi'ng betroleum ang
salineg under ‘the Dlacer Provision. of the ining law of 1879, However, ‘coal
was always an €Xception, beginm'ng with the act of March 3, 1873, which cop-

reservation of these fuel ang fertilizer minerals. The first leasing act-came ipn
eneral Minera] Leasing Act wag Passed in 1920, Thege

aets and their later amendments repealed the mining 1w of 1872 a5 to the hameqd

leasable inerals ang (land‘s*valuable for them, : ‘ :

LEASABLE MINERALS NAMED

I‘easmg acts ag amended over the years are coal, ojl, £as; and 0il shale; bhos-
bhateg; op phosphate rock; chlorides, sulfates, carbonates, borates, silicates op
hitrateg o botassium and of Sodium:; Sulphur in Lou_isiana and’ New Mexieoi;
and native -asphalt, solid ang Semisolid bitumen, and bituminous rock (ineclugd-
ing oiii-impregnated Tock or sandg from which oil ig recoverable only py Special -
treatment after the deposit ig Imined op quarried). e '

The leasapla Inineralg in bublic domain lands hamed in thé“Various-min-eral

MANY Rragong LED To ENACTMENRT -

" Three major. leasing‘bills for fuel
in the Congregs before Dotash wag g ;
All: Provideq terms ang eonditiong which woulg Drevent the establishment of
kmonopoiies, insure competition, brovide for continuoug working - of depoyits :

; under'learse; dirscourage the holding of lands for Speculative burpoges, Drotect the -

- Prospectorg investments made priop to actual discovery of g valuable depo»sit,
insure enough acreage ‘anqg ‘minera] resources to Justiry plant inves‘tment, and




