OIL SHALE PRoGRAN = - 403

FEDERAL
ﬂa‘c'quired iiundeif' the Holﬁes«tead‘ Aiéts‘ Drior to the 7i:n~troducft‘ioh‘ yo;f exceptions for
" mineralg. Thkese fee ranch bProperties lie pri'neipally in the creek béds which form

€ drainage Dbattern of”t'he‘eenter of the basin, S‘uchprivately ‘Owned Dropertieg,

i the | irr'egularly long, narrow battern - of the: ‘Creeks,
create capricious ang Irregular divisiong of the Surrounding bublic domain, It is
evident that the orderly utilization of the publie domain demandg that they pe

TOSCO estimates tnat approximately 65% of the acreage cohtaining,approxi-, |

~claimantg and the 'Department of the Interi’orconeermng oil shale minihg
elgi{n‘s. ( Addition’al DPortions of the public domain may now«be affeeted by various

By contrast, ‘the reserves towardg the center of the vbasﬁi being both deeper
~ and thicker may, if g Suitable te nique is Lved, he 3 ) ing:’.
- in place. .‘Whei:h,er:they, qltima’tel‘fyrlareidr‘ not, it ig apparent thai; they are tech-

£ pr0cessdng bpevations.

- Againgt the baekg‘rouhd ~of’th\is‘»'bifief;,,s‘_tafement of some of the revelant facts,
it s appropriate to turn to “the-q'uestiOn:sof Dolicy, first to those rajseq by the

Proposeq Le‘asing Regulations. In Tesponse to the Dep'ar‘tment”s invitation’ to in-

DProgram ;e'mbﬁokdied""in the‘Propbsed"Regulations; &

I shall discygg 'tWo»matters. The first concerns the
amply’esba‘blished by the Tfacts, for]thé pr'ompt'collnmencemyent of an additiong] ‘

and constructive intentions of ftheDepartmen‘t;fthé Drogram in oy view fails to
meet ity Stated objective -Of“;sti'mglating produc ioh“research ‘and iknd‘ustm‘al

; deVeIOpment. B

'Leasmj'ﬁférf'fC’Ommeréidl Prodquction i . i
‘ The Proposeq Regu-lations“embody the view, Whieﬂhwe share, that it jg appro-
Priate to: en@ourageffuturei"production research ang development byjmaking -avail-

- able publjc domain Teserves for research, a‘nd;thereafter,nforproducti’on:wWecare o
“unable to reconcile thatfview, however, With the absencezofﬁ Drovision for produc-,,: i,




