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officials have blackmailed ‘employees in the Interior Department who uncovered
and sought to stop the scandal and they continue: to plackmail and muzzle them.
Despite my position, 1 must ask the :question,‘.whydoesn’t the national press .
dig in.“bdthis'scandal which is 100 timesv.biggers‘thanlthea Teapot. Dome affair?

D) Attempls to mislead the press. .. , : N i
A high Interior official recently attempted to cover up the oil shale scandal by

writing a letter to Hditor and Publisher Magazine in New York for the purpose

of endeavoring to overcome the general thrust of an anticle 'published‘in the
magazine on July 1, 1967 about this editor and oil shale, authored by Associate
: ‘that the official has

Tditor, Rick. PFriedman. 1t is enough for me to say here S
failed in his objective to cover-up the multi-billion dollar oil shale scandal in
9 nformation in the rebuttal which I publiSh'ed in my 37th article
of the oil shale series, on August,;;‘.‘l,fl%'n and a condensed version of which
was published in the September 2 jssue of the: magazine. ‘ ‘ :

Vi FOUR MAIN CHREATS TO PUBLICS OIL SHALE RICHES,

* Gentlemen of the United States Senate, With present trends, fhe public will
- pot retain ownership _or control of the vast oil shale riches for long. E;Public
. rights to these’ inconceivably jarge riches are threatened or are being ‘pl‘un-'
*Jered by— o S : R I

i " (1) pending disposals for $2.50 an acre of lands now gelling  for $2,000

© an acre on the basis of pre»{lgﬂ() mining claims qovering as much as 4 million
acres of oil <hale lands; L : iy :
Coen(2) 25,000 new mining elaims‘,for«dawwnite or sodium O possible metalli- -
~ferous’ minerals which the -Departn)entkof Interior permitted 0 pe filed in
h 1965 and 1966 on 4 million acres of the ‘richest oil ghale ‘lands containing
Lgome 2t illion barrels of ,potenﬁallyk}",eeoverab;lé ghale oil. In this same area
rospecting -permits have been issued -covering 20,000 acres of the best oil

_shale lands, for sodium. These: prospecting permit,applicatio‘ns; ghould have
_peen rejected by the: Secretary; , DR
113

- (3) proposed R & D” leasing pngr'amsn1Which could turp control over
~ to more than 100 Dbillion parrels of ‘oil in 80,000 acres to as few as 6 oil
‘companies. This would be -enough for 80 years U.S.,éonsumption of petro-
: lfeumat'currentrates;.and_‘ et e e
H(4) proposed wgwaps” - of Tederal lands f;or\,private' lands without suffi-

cient: safeguards.- . ‘ )
Lo v mmdg‘gdfoﬁ;'sH‘ALE;CLAst THBEAT‘E&,PUBLIQJwa'i@msm,r :
(4) Number of claims ‘and acres covered A G T e
. ‘Briefly the Department,of Interior has estimated that 30,000 to 60,000 oil shale
mining claims were located prior to the enaetment of the Mineral Leasing Act,
: whifch;-preclu-ded further Jocations for that mineral, These 0l@ claims possibly
cover 4 million'acreskof the oil shale lands in Celorado, Utah and Wyoming.
(B) Why claims are nwwalid T b el i
' With benefit of hindsight it i clear that all of the ‘unpatented pre-1920 oil
shale mining claims: are phony. See the 2nd article in my oil ghale series, pub-
, lished . J un_eﬁlf‘),; 1966. f,l?hey’ar,e‘ no good pecause the claims have not.been used

for oil shale mining,pm"po‘ses as contemplated by the United States Mining laws

under: which the ‘claims were filed. Tor. one thing, discoveries of valuable oil
‘bshale deposits ,could_ ‘not. have been fmad.e]’(m each and every mining claim as
 required by law. Required discoveries ‘could not be made as ‘most of the oil

. _shale lands are covered with hundreds of feet of worthless ‘overburden. In some
_cases ‘the OV rburden (soil) 1s 3t least 400 to 1000 feet thick above ‘the oil

shale deposits. Thus pre-1920 mining claimants could not have perfected valid

discoyeries. on each and every claim, the kind of discoveries which Would“have

s

justified the reasonable prudent man of the mining . law to expend his time

and effort- with reasonable expectation of success to WOrk ‘each and every claim

with the view pf»,making‘ a profit. 1f discoveries of valuable oil chale had been
made whet claims were located, the discoveries were lost during the past 47

years. .o oo gooa o e . o i . ,
" “Most of the oil shale claims were located as association placers by groups of

eight jndividuals—in many cases some of the locators named in location certifi-




