FEDERAL 0IL, spapy PROGRAM - 483

eral’ land management agencies; In"sfhor‘tythe task of keeping u with all of the
claims,on oil-shale lands wag beyond reason, especially when there wag no ‘res
quirement that the Federa) Government éven be notifieq andin the light of con-
Mlicting ang outmodeqd laws and court inter‘pretatiqns.‘,Clanns are superimposed
My, Cha‘irman, it is our Opinion that the time hag come for the Oongre‘ssr’.to
appears to pe on the threshold -of importallt ibreakthvoufghfs in’ the kprbcessing of
ol shale, it is.even more urgent that basic decisions pe made, s Lo
The Nationa] Wildlife Federation believes the Congregg S00n must take these .
highly Significant stepy: S i T G Wl
© - 1. Recognize by a suita‘blefpolicy Stat’ement that the oi] shale lands ‘are ,publi“c;
assets which wiyj remain in, publie ownership and Mmanagément, ‘Thig de’claration ;
will di-scaurage privatespecula-tion.‘ : S ST LR PR )
2. Declare invalid—or pyuy and void—all olq claims on lands on ‘which' the
required,as’Sessmevnt work has not»been,done.‘The ovriginalb‘l'aimants\have long
since passed '

on from thig frail ~existencé, Attorneys out for a fast buck and
Some oil.companieg apparently are now showing an a,lmos;tjeuxclusiv‘e interest in
“reviving the validity of what wag once determinegd by the Interi;orij‘epar-tment

and the Courts to be an invalid mining claim, Otherwise, the entire o] shale
Program Seems destined to settle into ;4 - MOrass, oflinactivivt,y' necessitatad by
the resolution of claimg ang ‘cou_nter-claims-a Drocess which ‘could take decades.

8. Adopt laws which require utilizatio of the oil shale resources in the manper .
best designeq to protect the Surface, The oil shale country is the Winteri‘ng,',

the in sity retorting method proves the most successtyl, ?Opefhing these lands
to one gigantic ;strjp—numng, or open pit Mining, operation'WﬁOuld’rbe tragie,
Without casting aspersions at- any.agency, or indi,viduakl, ‘Qur_admini‘strati'o'n,r
Wwe think thege basic policies and regulationg governingJtihegdevelopment of
such g vast andg valuable pu-blic.,re,source; Should. be get out by law. In this
manner, any temptation for another “Teapot Dome”.scandal Will e lessened.
Sen, Douglas might 10t even need a “Watchdog Committea” although we are in.
4 Bet out g revised distribution formula for royalties. We agree that: the
. States involveq should ‘benefit from this publie resource,,u,b\ut;believe there iy
‘no jusktiﬁcati;on, Whatever for diverting 5215 per. cént to 'thef,Rfefclamation;;Fund.
he Reclamation Fund jg designeqd Principally: to help ﬁnan[c‘e,‘t’h“ Arrigation
and reclamation of Aagricultural lands In the western States. There jg no solid
ra,tio‘na-le.,‘Whateve‘rnforﬂgiving these, special Interests such 5 windfall,
1 our-opinion, the. Federal Golvemmen't,must Tetain a much greater bortion
of the royalties, Surely the people ofwthqu.;S.f who. own . thig land are entitled -
to at least g 1% royalty—the Same. amount ilsually[pr‘ovided,priv’a‘te, landowners
on any oil devel,opmenp lease.. Under no circums-tances 'should,a low-fixed fee

for lease holders 'be~devel()péd,~Agll lease monies, éxcept that paid to state and

local governments, Should be set aside for broaq bublic benefitg such as the
~Land and. Water Gons(eryation,yEund,, education, health,,andvothex:{:prqjgctsﬂ the -

Congress would approve,

In this manner, the Tkr'easury of the United LState-s:,and ‘the proper ﬁnancmg ‘
of badly needed Secial Drograms should benefit in still, another way, i

6. Care should,be_takenthat, this vast amount. of publje ’wealthﬁ be:devel ped.. -
competitively with the smail oi companies entitled to share in the leasing anq
‘extraction of this yaluableﬁm’ineral resource, - - Rl ST T T
- In conclusion, My, Chairman, we should mgke the observation that thig matter.

Is of extremely. high _importancek and significance, In: fact, we- doubt that the

‘until the decisions are made, . -
Thank you for the opportunity of mak;

bring order into thig confused ang contradictory Situation, Nowythat,re-search i




