ter County, Wyoming is concerned,;the, leasing of sodium: -

(«trb‘h'si ) lands be 'eOhtinued,, and such minera] deposits in ‘Wyoming -be excluded
;fr‘om ‘the withdrawa] and the ‘Policieg stat‘ed therein, (e oo s

- B'ACKGROUND

Sodium ig anticipated to be over twenty million doliar’-‘s.x‘Furthermore, DProposed

- blans for the pegy future inclyge increasing the capacity of the DProposed process.
ing facility anq ining operation with the Tesult that the Company’y capital in-

| Vestment would he increased to approximately forty illion doliays. To-undep- :

stand the Substantiality of the trong industry in WyOming,,athe&e,Capital invest-

ments, representing the eommitments and plang of only one of severa] companies

that are currently developing op have announced plang to de’veloi:)@ lands held

under federa} Sodium leases, must pe multiplieq Several fold,! e e

Contemplateq financial Investmentg of‘the magnitide. 's“tate'dl’above{ obviougly
"annot be made if ‘any uncertainty jg created a‘broutwthe"»rjeneWa;l- of sodium leases
~Whieh, in oup case, have only 10 to 14 years to run® Thege leaseg grant the “pre.
ferential right in the lessee to renew the same for Successive p‘eribd’s;of.l()f years
under such reasonable termg and conditiong g may be prescribed by the Secretary
" of the Interior, unless Otherwige brovided by law a‘t«,:thefexpimtion of any such

© beriod”, Unjegg Sbecific exception is made in the proposeq ©0il shale Withdrarwafl, it -
“would Seem possible to contend thag existing leases Should not he renewed pe-
cause the oj] shale withdrawaj creates a situation Wwhere “jt. is-otherwige Dbrovided
by law”, It is hardly faip ¢, €Xpect anyone to nake a substantis investment ip
the face of any such uncertainty, We recognize, of course, that the‘pr‘oposed '
- Withdrawal goeg not apply to Sodium leasing “where the Secretary fingg that
‘development of the sodigm deposits woulq not adversely affect in any significant
- Way the oil shgle values of the lands”, This, however, presents a difficuls burden
© of Droof, because in Wyoming sodium ang 0il shale despo@i’tg are oftenadjacent '
and the mining of sodium ‘Wwould necessarily affect t le oil sl‘zale‘values-‘. In addi-

World T.ang ;Are‘asﬁby»‘Dunean and, Swanson ( 1965), p. 12), attacheq hereto as
Exhibit A, does show some high content ojl shale lands to pe in the same generai
‘area as the Wyioming tr‘()na landg, 'Ony the foregoiny basis, it is urgeq that. the -
renewal of gny Sodium leagey oW existing 0T hereaf er issued he excepted
' ‘ stated therein, :
Ir. Insofar g Wyoming is Concerned, the proposeq Withdrawgl should nop apply
" 23 : ry i am;ds VL . . " .

. The Wyoming‘ Sodium langg have demonstrateq eom‘merc‘ial«‘value Whereas
. " the ‘e'ommercial»value of most-—jf not all—of the oi] shale;landsiﬂ : Wyom’ir’i‘g
¥ extremely Speculative ; - S : : T SN
© Durpose of the withdrawal eould be effected by Ierely /Withdr,awi;ng' S

the oi] shale landg in stateg oth'er’than Wyommg,; Since it ig a
; extre’m‘ely Tich deposits are in the Picea‘nce Creek: ba in i
LFMC ang Staufrer are -hoth currently e€Xpanding existing. operations, Texas Gulf hag
announced Dlans to initiate shaft eonstructlon, a"ndi’othershavé ‘expressed interest  in
developing their reserves, . o LT s
I1In informa] -discussions with

dmitted that the. =
olorado and the

the Department of In'terior,we. have Sought to have thege

leases extendeg to 20 years from. when our plant commenceg commereig] operations and
~ have been adwsedthat the existing leases couilg not be so extended, s .




