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pinta basis in Utah ® except to the extent that it would interfere with the mining
of trona, the purpose of the witbdmwal ‘would certainly ‘be offected.
0. It the Wyoming godium lands are not included in the withdr'aw‘al,j-t'he
‘;feasibﬂity of tuture oil shale“devel?opment in Wyoming would not be materially
jmpaired. R o o S R R
A. The development of -the fcommercwuy value sodiuwnv deposits should not
be jeonardized for the benefit of the oil shale deposits in Wyoming most.of awhich -
are not now: ooyrmbem(iwu/y practict " to davelop.elt is submitted that the prppoﬁed
withdrevwal of trona: (sodium) lands with their proved values pecause’ of their
possible oil shale,value is not justifiable on the basis of any evidence that the

-ash “therefrom is & thriving ‘in-dustri'al_i'ealit;y, the purpose and thrust of the
,pr(iqus;ed Yvithdr‘awal is based on the 'me're"polssi\bmty that commercially feasible

Speaking pefore the’”wachmittee on Antitrust and Monopoly Legislation
of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary on April 26, 1967, gecretary of ‘the
Interior Uaall made clear the highly speculative nature of the proposed oil
shale development. In commenting upon the fact that in the 47 years since the
passage of the ‘Mineral Leasing Act, there has been no commercial development
of »dil.\sh.ale nhestated: : L, e i
- “There are @ number of reasons to explain this fact, but the pnincipal_o‘r :
dominant one has been the absence of a technology that would make shale oil

competitive with 'oonventiowal petroleunt. :
% g DL SR ® * %

w, L it owe w‘»e‘ré actﬂagl‘lyfont’he »thres'ho-_ld of commerciany easible produc:
tion, there would be little need for the program that I have propo‘sed.” [Ttalic
added.] - o e A o
TheCongres.sional ‘Quarterly Fact Sheet for June 2, 1967 refers (p. 940) to

“the prospect of  an economical method of extracting oil from the oil- ghale .

approaches. reality.” Some gources (see Denver Post editorial of “April 23, 1967 R
113 Cong. Rec. §.6561) predict that the cost of extraction will be exceedingly
high on the basis of‘cument*research, all of which ‘seems to cloud. the future
competitive marke,tabﬂity;of oil shale whenﬁextracted. o ,
Contrasting these speculative values against the-demonstriated value of godium - -
deposits in ‘the area of Sweetwater County, Wyoming, the withdrawal geems
« unwawanted and would deny poth the nation and the State of Wyoming the
economic penefits of the highly competitive and growing patural goda ash in-
dustry. This could seriously hamper the gpreading economic \deveho’lpment jn this
area of Wyoming with the consequence that new jobs needed to spur growth
_and ‘maintain economic health would not be created and swbstantiwal capital
outlays now planned would ‘e mb‘stanti«allyfvcwrt.ailed‘. ‘wWhy, onek_m‘ig’ht ask,
should a commercial reality be pampered for the sake-of an -admittedly specu-
lative development, parti;cularly when; a8 will be shown'i'n the next point,’ the
. least jmportant part of that development igin Wyoming? o : B
B. The purpose of the oil s,hale'withdmwal could be effected even if the
Wyommg'trona were not,wq}thdrawn.——Leaving géide the issue of the gpecula-

SISy .
s The Congressional Quarterly Fact’ Sheet for June 2, 1967 states (p. 941) © o
A USGS gpokesman April 18 told the Senate Judiciary Antitrust and Monopoly Sub-
committee that the Piceance Creck Basin alone contained total mineral resources ‘that tax
the imaginati()?n’.” ST :
Geological survey Cirecular 523, supre, gtates at p. 10: )
,f“ShalAe units that yield & few: gallons to about 65 gallons of oil per: ton are distributed
throughout much ,ofvthe, Green River Formation, which ~ranges in {
nhundred feet: to about 7,000 feet. In general the central parts of the Piceance Basin and
the Uinta Basin contain thick rich oil-shale seguences that grade to- thinner and leaner
6il shale at the basin margins,,Somewhat thinner and generallylower grade oil shale in
the Greew Rjver basin and Washakie Bagin, Wyoming, also show decrease in g;r-ade toward
the basin margins.” : P ) - .
“Russell L. Cameron, & consulting engineer, has stated (113 Cong. Rece. A3017, see-exten-
sion of remarks of Mr. Aspinall) } ~‘ : : g
®Twour major oil shale regerves are in Colorado, ptah and wyoming. The areas are well
defined: and-we are;conﬂdent that fhe largest reserve s in Colorado’s Piceance Creek Pasin.
Utah hag-some areas that may be developedat »masonapl'cast my ,Ovpen—pit mining but muc

of its oil ghale is de,eply~buried‘ and cannot be economically Iproduced with technology now
available. - ‘ . ; : ) g i

W yoming has 1y marginal oil shale prospects despite @ lwrge ared of Green River

has only
Formation, but additional exploration is needed egpecially with regard tovas,so-ciated min-
alic added.]

‘erals.- 1 will’ have more to say on these other minerals. jater.” LIt




