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U.S. DEPART

Washmgton, D.C., M

(ko srea discussed 18 thls epdrte

MENT OF THE INTERIOR,

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
arch 29,1967, .

Hon. WILLIAM HenrY HARRISON,
House of Represmtwtwe«s, _
Washington, D.O. : R
DeAR MER. HARRISON : DI, william T. Pecora, Director of the Geological Survey,
_tells us that at its budget hearings before your Subcommittee on March 2 you
ewW withdrawal application for .oil shale 1ands filed
i i i You were re-

asked whether “or not the 1
gent trona _opera jons in .
i derstanding on this point.

ceiving jnquiries a ; Yol
We understood that Dr. Pecora explained that trona operations in Wyoming
under previously iss e in relatively clean trona
peds that can be mi) 8 hale beds above and below.
On the other hand some of ‘the sodium minerals in the Piceance Creek basin
in Colorado are intimately intermixed with oil'shale. ‘ e
The Press Release of February. 6, copy enclosed, was issued to explain to
the general public the effect of the withdrawal order on Jeasing as well as on
mining claims on oil shale 1ands. The order does no isti dinm:leases
or leasing operations, or prospecting under sodium prospecting permits already
jssued. ) : ‘ : -
1t does not preclude the issuance of new godium prospecting permits or leases

. “when development of the sodium Jeposits would not adversely affect in any
significant way the ‘oil shale values of the land. We do not anticipate that this
development of trona deposits in

proposed withdrawal would adversely affect
Wyoming. BN

Sincerely yours, L g
, o 7. Corp
Assistant Secretary 0

11, MOORE, ’
f the Initerior.




