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Aviep ’OVHE'MIGAVL;'QOBAPGRATION,

A s v New York, N.Y.,June 28, 196%. ,
“Re: P/roposedeeg*ulation:s Régardingtbe* Leasing of Oil Bhale Langs (43 C.F.R..
‘Part‘3170‘),‘ ' » o S v '

Digecrog, BUREAU OF Laxnp ;MANAG@MENT,
Department of the Interior,
ashington, D.C. : : S , o
Dragr SIR: We are bleased to have the opportunity to submit our sSuggestions
concerning the ‘proposed- regulations, get forth in 32 Fed, Reg. 7086 (May 10,
1967), to govern the leasing of federally owned ojl -shale lands. ,
First, add a new subsection () toSection 31'70.0—”1*‘1-eading: e
“(£) Not interfere with ‘the leasing op mining of trong in Sweetwater
County, Wyoming,” = ; : 5 , ‘ Ly
Second, modify subsection (b) of section 3170.0-5 ( Definition of -the term “Qj]
Shale”) o Tead (new matter underscored ang word to be deleteq bracketed) : '
L YD) deposits subject to lease as oil ang -gas, asphaltic mineralg, Tory -
- ‘coal, or sodium, (trone) in Sweetwater County, Wyoming, to pe used in g
E "am"‘nmeroml‘faaility'for the production, of soda ash and/or other chemical
Products” e T
Third, the present paragraph designated ag Section 8170.1 (Designation of
available lands) be redesignated ag Subsection (a) and a new baragraph desig-
hated as subsection (b) be addeqd reading: = G e
“(b) Lands containing tropg which are located in ’Swee'tlvvater' County,
yoming. ang which are Presently or hereafter helq under sodium leasey

. pursuant to. the Minera)] Leasing Act ang which also contain oil shale shali

‘trona values of such langds.” , e L S
- Finally, it is urged.that the Proposed regulations be amended to 'incmyporat;e
a;new pl:tovisionde’signated as Section 3170.2 reading ;. T Gy
- “Renewal of Wyoming Sodium, (trona) Le,ases.: Nothing ¢co Itained herein
shall be construed to limit, now or hereafter, in any manner What‘:‘s;oeve‘;;ith‘e
application for anid/or,ﬁhe'gvranting of any renewal of any sodium lease for
the mining of trona on langg located in Sweetwater County, ‘Wyoming.”

A.ttaqhed' hereto ig thig lOom;panyw letter of June 28, 1967, to. the Bureau of

Lang; Management, pertaining to the application by the Bureau of Land: Man-

agement; for withdrawal of oil shale lands. Wa trust,thatiyouﬁ will ﬁh'di‘ﬁh‘jat the
‘Statementg made in that letter fully support the suggestions <contained ‘h,er'ein._ ;
CIf -there Is any furthep information you desire, ‘pleavse.f,éel free to eall upon us,

L R g Furtgg, =
. Assistant Director, Legal-Depaqftment.j

, THE ‘SUPEBIOR“OIL Company, .
N T o ’ Houston, T'ea:.;Juyly 26, 1697, -
Hon, CLIFFORD P.'HANSEN,; e PR L
Uniteq States Senate, ' '
Washmyton,"l).o. : : i S T
Duar SENATOR Hansen: 1 thank you for your letter of June 18 1967, \so‘lieitring
the views of The Superior i1 Company with regard to the Departmenft of the
Interior’s proposed oil shale leasing‘fregulationrs. Our company hag reviewed thege

Proposed regulationg; ‘and, while we believe that they wil] ot accomplish the
pburpose for which they are 'd‘e“signe‘d, there are certain things ‘contained therein
of merit; More importanﬂy, however, ig the fact that thege broposed regulations
indicate that after more than 30 years of ina{c'tivity,‘vhe Department of the In-
terior is thinking about oil shale development. ,Unlfo'rbunately,, in‘our. estimation
the broblems of economic development of ‘0il shale are.far too ‘complex: to- he
solved by any regulations within the existing legislative framework,

We take exception to the assumption explicit in the proposed regnlations that
the private sector of the economy cannot ‘accomplish the task of developing ap -
€conomic method oy methods of extracting shale oil. ' The activities of g number

of companies within the _pvast~feW'yearfsltindig¢ate‘ﬁhat techniques may seon be




