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510 o FEDERAL OIL SHALE ’PRO‘GRAM

S 8ary COmpmmiSe.: ‘History and common sense ipevitably tie the healthiof society
to raw material »produetion‘ No better example exists than our owi case since
1850, «Canada in 1940, and’ Australia since 1960, a8 a. morejrecent—ex ) :
Certainly it is unfortunate that our best decisions 00 often do
- fest of MASS popularity, and here of cOUrse, is the root: to mucn: 1
logical .conflict. Policy of our Interior’D1epartment can have ! rofov
these matters, however, Interior i8 not part of Congress and should
on a Gallup ‘poll basis. Culmina-.tion'of. today’s gravest mineral lan
.. are exempl"ﬁed;.in our pr*e-sent" oil shale situation. These are largely ,
. of mutual non-feasance, short sightedness, and past expediencies of, bot govern-

“ment and jndustry. Surely by now this nation. has the technical knowledge, leader-
ship, ‘and ‘foresight to f.orge‘broad, firm, and equitable,polici’es_for the urgent
needs of 1ong-range development and the orderly and jncreased producti‘onof? our
vital,domestic mineral _resources. Perhaps; the oCeurx:ance “of  other: minerals
pesides oil will be the catalyst to help get adequate policy.shaped .andwshale:-oil
“development started. 4 . : : RO e g

RESPONSIBILITY OF GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY =

To some, ihe ideal industry is totally invisable, odorless, soundless, with no

waste prOduct, and one nundred peroent conservation of material'inVolv‘ed. As
yet, this is rneithex'feasible nor practical. On the other hand, aside from simple

self-preservation,' we are morally \committed to increasing living standards, fight-

ing poverty, reducing our finaneial defieit, defending our pation and continually
gaking catre of the general welfare of more and more people. Obviously, this re-

quires cohstaﬁtlty;incl;easing domestic pt'oduCtion of everything. Really, we have

very little choice except to do the job a8 wisely as possiblé’andwithout needless
Wwaste and destructioh, A o L G o e R
Fortunatelys aneillary factors for the-esta'blishment of a viable major. now-

bas’ic industry are favorable in the Piceance Basin. These include unusual com-
patability wit}a modern concepts of: pop\ilation and industrial dispersion, mul-

tiple use oonﬂlct, conservation, anti-pollution, wildlife preservation, and reclama-

ion. cultural potential, including timber, 18 pinimun. or nil, a8
~would also pe the effect on existing wildlife, and no exceptional scenic wonder
Lo remt)telyinvolved.*'l‘he‘natural basin configuration, with proper. added safes
< guards, such as gmall dams, and other minor features, will control any po’te’ntial
_ground ater or gtream pollution. Much of the water used would be’ yecycled.
Any potential air pollution certainly can also be effectively controlled. -
- Some  WOTTY is expressed regarding wind-fall profits. 1¢ private enterprise

" competition is encouraged, then pnoﬁtwill only. be proportlonal {o maximuim
, conservation ’and production efficiency, with market con‘tro_lfand the real benefit

. economy and jmports must be considered, but s0 ghould all the other rapidly -
‘ _changing internationalj factors. We ‘can no longer act entirely on '@ unilateral |
pasis in any field. ; . o ~ R 3
Much has peen said, oonsiderablejfunds expended, and major new tests are
planned, for better ways and means to recover oil from the shale. The main
considerations of mining and refining methods and costs have been studied and

valuable work 1 this kcont’inues._ﬂowever, by the addition of goda ash and
aluminum into‘the,pict‘ure, a new gituation exists. If only maximunm total re-
covery of all potential products is c’onsidered, then clearly, open cut mining

is mo'St desirable, put is it feasible? Mo answer this question, let’s first 100k at
the things jnvolved besides oil. :

NAoomm AND DAWSONITE CONSIDERATIONS

The ‘principlef sodium minerals, near the basin ceriter, begin to appear above
1800 feet pelow the surface and extend intermittently to below 2600 feet. The

richest zone of these, ‘though not continuous, i8 apout 500 feet thick and lies
petween 1850 feet and 2375 feet below the. surface. This zone, a8 well as the

s

much thicker 0il shale zone above, 11 and below it, all becomes shallower and
‘thinner toward the basin margin. Tor discussion gimplicity and’ correlation with

previous reports, we cgn assume q maximuim overburden thickness of approxi-

mately 1600 feet on top of 2&00'feet of mixed pay zone with pfr*oport_iom«.mtel,w
less thickness for ‘each as one ‘approaches the basin edge. . 3




