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528 - : ‘FE\DEBAL‘ oIL SHALE PROGRAM
RoCKY ,MoﬁNTAIﬁ»ﬂQIL’ aND GAS ASSOQI’A';IQN‘, iy
o , e Sk September 14 1967. .
AND INSULAB,«AFFAIES,J S e T

SENATE CoMMITTEE oN INTERIOE ’
Washingtom D.0. - .
' GENTLEMENZ': T

Tountain oil and ,Gas'Assdciaa?tion would 1‘1ke~m submiﬁ
the ¥ ot the hearin“g’ eommencingi eptember 14, 1967, its
yviews with resp’e‘c o oil's! and in parzticular the Pro osed;leasing Lregulations :

our Aswsociati@n has a membership of 470 indiVidual‘ and company 0il and gas
0 ors of @ L Ta - fyom SIat s-independents to major oil companies.
L Its yegion of jndustry representa«tion 'mckudes* the states of Colorado, Wyoming
“and Utah, in which oil shale is found, as well as the states 'oﬁfM'ontana,i South

Ne! a and 0. : ~ : : %
We are pled .ed that the Se,ycrétaryofﬁxﬂhe 1nterior has r‘ecommendéd that private
industry develop the t(‘ynvs‘nzﬂe,re«svo\inrce«s~'10’caf’attedr onvFederallands\, We pelieve that
this decision 18 in the best snterests of the nation, becausewthrough competitive -
free enterprise our natural.resources have been and are pow being effectively

world’s history States Govern ent policies have 11 general.
been quite stable, stantially aesisting ong Tange Janning. L3 uneentamtlets
d restrictio g contalm the propose plations: a8 discussed Low: M

well Jefeat devel tof this great«(nl ghale resource a nterprise
W gpectt iy subi t that 1 see no Per siv why resea

effort shoul rebtmcted oa fe licants selected by the Seeretary Govern-
ment owWn acreage uld b de & ailable to allqu ified applica for the
«ole purpos £ resear e acreasg ould b ‘made available.~f0r research on a

pasis similar toa Jicense OF pro!specting‘permit. oGt Cd
2. ‘When & Nease 18 ranted: under the regulations as presently pmpwosed, the
Tessec d0€S not know if the 1ease will be oxtended for: commercial pr'oduetion.
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4. The proposed regulations will operate to curtail yesearch by not alloWing a
yesearch 1esS€€ L0 tain the penefits of his research & geoverie nd thereby hav
an op ortunity to recover his large nvestm nt. ecause of thig, many ompanies
ot 1ndw1dua1s may wait £ omeone else to do the research an use the results
without cost ercial operation. '

1f our O 1 shal resources are to frectively develop o meet the peed of the

nation, we pelieve that the proposed rules should be broadenéd and made more
.'ﬁexib&e‘ o ag not to discourage development,of. this resourcee by restricting the

entry of & ‘bi'oad‘ﬁy-a:rie‘cy of companies and. othergmmisaintyo the’rfesear(’:h an

s are & P v G i,y g
1. We pelieve that the regulations as written are ynworkable a8 diScussed~

above pecause of the complexities introduced py tying the research and com- . :

mercial phases together. 'Nevertheless, if they are modiﬁed,to eliminwtefsomg' of
the problems aiscussed above, there may be some who would z,desi;e, to\proceed

under such 2 prog_lra;m; s o e i
2. We recommend“ that tracts of public jands be made available solely for re-
~ gearch purposes limited in: size, with the pmvisi n that once the yesearch pro-




