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B34 FEDERAL OIL SHALE PROGRAM

Re comments and suggeStions; propOse"dzamendmeﬁti of 43 C
" Tehale. e e e

DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF LANB'MAQNA;GEMEN&, =
Wasm'ngto'n, D.C. i ‘ : , ; -
- DmaR S On May 10, 1967 notice Lwas,puhlished' of proposed amendment of
regulations regarding the leasing of oil shalelands, which notice invited: comments
- and suggestions prior 10 June 9, 1967. This letter is in response to such ‘yegquest -
for comments and suggestions. ‘ ; : : e '
- Since the provosed;regulations introduce gome rather radically new: concepts,
we have had 'some;difﬁculty in giving them he in-depth 'anal;ysiet-ivhich they
deserve. We have SOme concern as to whether they will be workable. e
- You have previou’sly jnvited our;comments on leasing regulations of oil shale
- which were furnished {o you in our letter of March 17, 1964 (eopy attached). We
think the comments furnished at that time are still a‘ppropriate and valid. In
0 i i ‘ . made one:addi’monal sugges-

unwise to tie the leasing of Federal oil shale 1ands to: research and ,develo;;yment
programs. We strongly reaffirm such view and feel that the attempt in the
regulations {o-do so has created many problems Whi’ch‘would make the;regulati‘ons :
unworka.ble and will probably not result in "mtens'ﬁed ,research and: develox;iment
work. C : : W S :
We would continue 1o recommend that leasing ‘considerations be comple’tely
divorced from*research and development matters past, present and future. '
Very truly yours, : S : ' :
SR v ~ T.W.NFJLSON',
Renior Vice president.

S0CONY Moﬁm o1 Co., INC-s
D : New York, N.Y., March 17, 196%.
Re comments and suggestions, proposed revocation of 43 CFR. Part 197—-—011
shale leases. ; ; : , ‘
PDIRECTOR, mgmu oF LAND MANAGEMENT, '
Washington, D c. - ‘ , ' “

DeaR SIR: On November 5, 1963 notice was published of the proposed revocation
of the 1easing'regulations*relating to oil ghale, which notice requested comments -
and’ guggestions prior to February 1, 1964, guch date su'bsequentl , hav'm'g been
extende to April 1, 1964. This letter isin response to such request for comments
- Qtudies which we have eonducted have;causedi us to conclude that, with the
jnereasing energy demand and withf.further‘technologicaldevelopm.ents, there is
a high 'probabﬂity that there will ‘be commercial p‘rod‘uct‘ion of shale oil within, -
the next decade. Ultimately we can e:meot that gupplies of shale oil may become 1
a signiﬁcant factor in this country’s total energy requireme’nts : '
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'commerciability of a shale oil venture. The indicated activities and expenditures
by various other compani‘es s_upports the conelusion that & substantial pumber of
In the light of present' technology“and ‘the lack of definitive economic para- |
meters, it is our firm pelief fhat the adoption of hastily c,onceived leasing regu-.
1ations, without having attempted the golution of certain prome«ms\, and without
having available additional information and data to agsist in determining criti-
cal elements of 1easing regulationvs, would not best gerve the developmen‘t of an




