Pt mlssmn

IN ':'[‘ERIOR NOATIONB

1 partlcularly Welcome an opportunlty 10 serve the Fede
f-vment in a p031t1on as C‘ommmsmner on the Indlan

T am mterested in contmumg my Taw practlce at 80
~ but I would welcome this challenge at this time.

~ Senator Jackson, my understanding of the task that the;In 1
Claims Commission has had set by the Congress is' to determine

“specifically Whether or not the Government of the United Statesf i :, ‘
‘has treated the various TIndian tribes in a falr and honorable manner; RS

‘The cutoff date on the claims to be filed was some 16 years ago;

‘to date there are over 300 claims which still have to be processed. s

I assume that the reason for the addition of the three Commissi
at this time is to expedite the handling of those elaims. I know
reason why the claims cannot be handled and processed Wlthr
time period provided by the Congress,

I am entirely openminded on the: sub]ect and brlng no expertls mo

S Indlan problems as such, but I believe that I am qualified for the - -
_ position by my background and in the event that this committee =~

- recommends my nomlnatlon and the Senate conﬁrms 113 I Wﬂl con- o
- sider it an ‘honor to serve. « : ~ o

- I shall be ha,ppy to answer any questlons
- The CuamrmaN. Have you had a chance to read the report aecoma-,
..panymg the bill that we passed extendmg the Commlssmn? |
"Mr. Vance. Yes, sir; I have.

The CHAIRMAN, T think you putjour ﬁnger on the problem The VV

No. 1 priority is to expedite action on these claims.

I happen to have been the author of the orlgmal Indlan Clalms e

Commission Act. I must say that we assured the Congress, long ago,

. ,that it would be completed within 10 years. That was 21 years ago e

~Mr. Vance. Before I started law school.

" The CmarrMaN. Here we are with a docket so long that it is- pa—-’ a
thetic. I must. say that the committee will follow very closely the Work g

of the Commission. This job must be finished by 1972 or there is going
~ to be trouble. I know I speak for every member of the commlttee If .

s jyeu read the report, you will get the mood.

Mr. Vance. 1 read it with some care, Senator

“The Crairman. We want justice done the Indians and T must sayl’t i
that the long delay in settling these claims is incredible. Your No. 1 job

is to clean up that docket and do it in a Judlclous way so that justiceis

* meted out to the Indians. I think a grave 1n]ustlce has been rendered to il e

the Indians by this long delay. i
‘This is a very poor example of hovv to settle clalms for people Who, :
~have had grievances for all these years. I was pleased to hear you state

- that the matter of expedition is very important. I want to assure you : 7
~ that every member of this committee feels very strongly and very
deeply about this, Mr. Vance. We expect you gentlemen to expedltey.g_;

- these claims. We are going to be watching you, .
we are not going to put up with these delays any :
. If you have problems, we want you to come up and balk to us about i
 them. We will help in any way we can to clean up the Commission

assure you, because

~ calendar. But we do not intend to extend the time of the Commission

again, nor-do we expect such a request from the Commlssmn ey
I apprecmte havm your comments L o




