of night time automobile: driving. Due to his study. of thig problem, Dr.: Allen
has received national recognition as anauthority on-the subject of driving: vision
problems, and was recently appointed to the ‘newly: established Public Advisory
Panel 'on Automotive Safety ‘of the United States General Services ‘Administra-
‘tion. As g banelist he will help sereen theappmoximwtely 60,000 vehicles pur-
chased each year by the Federal Government, .- R R
Over the years, as-optometry has reached out to form-its.own boundaries ‘in-
our society, it hag become more and more concerneéd with the age-old - problem
‘of ‘blindness, itg ‘causes, prevention and the. special care needed- by the blind.
The\early*a,ttemptswmade by the profession and ‘the: AOF to tackle this problem
brought a frustrating Tealization that the United States was handicapped with a
shortage of qualified: vision ‘scientistg. The deficit was one of the factors that
forged the directiong of early AOF endeavors. Before the problem of blindness
could be researched, the. professiong would need researchers. This need ‘brought
about the inception of the AOF’s fellowship grant program, ‘which has since
‘continued ‘to seek promising young doctors with the hope of Providing ‘the means
for their emergence as leaders in the science of vision. Some of thege ‘grants have
led to basic investigation in visual problems and disorders, ‘and all have (pro-
- “duced scientists of the order of those which are capable of carrying out original
eye research. An early AQF supported  effort to investigate one of ‘the diseases
of the ‘eye was a grant awarded to Dr. D, B. Ganse of "Philadelphia to study
a method of early glaucoms ‘detec:tioh;'Sub‘sequent”to, this project the AOF
awarded the School of ‘Optometry at therUnirversifty of Californig g $1,000
grant to: further knowledge of rpo,ssi»‘ble'm'ethods of early’ glaucoma detection.
© ~ Further, in 1960, the Foundation supported a compilation of optomeétric articleg
Drs. Monroe J. Hirsch and Ralph K. Wick, which included a thorough study of
blind and partially-sighted children by Alfred A, Rosenbloom; M.A. and 0.D;
In his article Dr, Rosenbloom discusses past and present educational methods
‘of teaching the blind and bartially-sighted with recommendations for improve-
ments and he also discusses brocedures of vision care for those ‘decldred legally
blind but are partially-sighted. The value of such articles as'this iy'not always
entirely intrinsie for oftentimeg they lead to ‘further studies by the eye-care
.- Professions, but the first: step in some- cases is the most important ong. Another
bane of vision which has recently come under the scrutiny of the AOF is dia-
betes, and. its effectg on. vigion. The Foundation hag awarded a grant for g pilot
study to Massachusetts School of Optometry to determine if there is a more
desirable time of day which to refract diabetic patients, =~ L
: Although not initially-supported by  AOF funds; but in part by Federal funds,
a most incisive and ri orous search into the causes of blindness and partial-
sightedness was recently co pleted by Robert H. Peckham, Ph, D., now a resi-
dent Professor at the Southern College' of: Optometry, Based on over thirty
years.of research eXperience; Dr, Peckham’s: report, published in October, 1966,
revealed some important concepts in eye research, vision rehabilitation, and
blindness brevention, such ag development of peripheral vision in lieqt of centrsy

black and white test targets. This report ig leading to important new fields of

visual research and rehabilitation. ; e ' , ,
'In addition to the Special Grants, the American Optometric Foundation hag

provided twenty~ﬁve.Fellowship Grants out of which ‘has come many research

“Investi‘gating the ecritical determination of the areas of eorrespondenee
throughout retinge.” Ll ~ e o ‘




