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of practicing optometrists.” In bart the adoption of this objective reflected not only
the need resulting from attrition ang bopulation growth but also the need created
by increasing numbers of optometrically trained individuals electing to pursie
careers in vision research in industrial, in military and governmental research
laﬁboratorie‘s, in teaching, DPrimarily in optometry schools, in administrative actiy-
itieg, and as optometric technologists. ‘
Programs for recruitment of qualified students were instituted which soon re-
sulted in full enrollments in all of the schools of optometry, but it was ‘evident

sis indicated would be needed in the near future, Therefore, it was necessary to
work toward the establishment of additional schools o Ineet these needs, ,

In 1964, a committee to investigate locations for new schools of optometry wag
appointed, and in 1965 the Committee on New Academic Facilities wasg estab-

committe has adopted the Dosition that all nevw schools shotld be within " state
supported universities, An-important consideration ig that of bProviding the en-
vironment and facilities for the research activitieg important to g strong aca-
demic brogram, and-for the development of graduate programs for the training
of optometric educators and vision researchers, R

The creation of a new professional school ig g lengthy and often uncertain
brocess. In spite of the excellent Federal Support offered by the Health Profes-
sions Hducational Assistance Act which provideg up to two thirds of the construe-
tion costs for new schools plus annual basic improvement grants, Scholarships,
loans, ang other benefits, anq which therefore makes a new school of optometry
at least economically feasible for any university, no new schools have yet come
into beéing. Our committee is DPresently. working with ‘optometric representatives,
university officials, and legislators in more than 10 states where interest and
Support for a new school hag been shown. We are confident that the much needed

At present six colleges and universities in the United States: offer ‘advanced
study programs designed to accommodate graduates of regular ‘optometry eur:
ricula who wish to. pursue specialized study leading_to~grad‘uafte'd‘egrees. These
programs serve not only to meet the further academice interests of individual sty-
dents but also to qualify graduates for college teaching, research careers, and
Specialized clinical and administrative assignments, At Indiana*University, I am
chairman of the graduate school Committee for Physiological Optics. To quote

“The. graduate program in Dhysiological -optics is intended to advance the
knowledge in sciences that relate to vision and seeing, collectively referred to ag
physiological optics, and ig designed DPrimarily. for graduates of optometry cur-
ricula’ wishing to. prepare themselves for: teaching  and research in the field of
vision, The principal career opportunities for recipients of graduate degrees in

physiological - optics -are .in optometry “schools, - vigual Tesearch : centers, the
ophthalmie‘indusj;ry, and specialized optome'tricfpr,actice. Administered entirely
by -the Graduate School, the graduate program in physiological opties is offered
in' cooperation with the faculty of the Division of Optometry,” .
This program leads to the M.S. and Ph.D: degrees. in: Physiological Opties. Since
1962 our program has produced twenty M.S.’s and six Ph.D.%s, nearly all of whom
are now pursuing careers in optometric education or in vision research,
Although the brogram is designed- primarily for graduates of optometry
curricula, it is not limited to such graduates, and indeed the F,Administrative
Committee itgelf ig ;i‘nter‘di'scilpl-in'anyf in"makeup;: including: represéitatives from
optometry, psychology, :and anatomy and pPhysiology. Ph.D. candidates are re-
quired to complete two nondepartmental minors and in recent years those offered

have ineluded mathematics, astronomy, v*biq‘cpMistry, physigl‘og‘y and p}s;yehology‘
The 'rdnge of research topics carried out hy graduate students ang by faculties iy
large and covers virtually every facet of vision research, Faculty research hag -




