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sense of it but a dependency, which is just as bad as an addlctlon if
the person 1s dependent upon a drug.

Now, let me ask you this: I think you have said that %looho]-—you |
are not sure that one is any worse than the other—if one depends
on anything it can become very serious. Actually, we have recognized
in the law that marihuana is a drug and if there is a dependencv on
this drug it is a criminal act to sell it. Now, let me ask you this about
LSD which is such a potential hazard: Should not this committee
consider making possession of LSD a criminal offense?

Dr. GoppARD. Posse%slon, Mr. Rogers?

Mr. Roarrs. Yes; possession. ’ '

Dr. Gopparp. 1 do not believe this committee should. I was qued thl’% :
question by three committees of Congress last year. My opinion then,
and still remains the same, is we should not make eriminals of young
people in our society who experiment with these drugs. Rather, we -

~should focus our efforts in the drug abuse area, whether we are talk-
ing about marihuana, I.SD, or whatever it may be, on dmnnlqhmtr
,the availability of it. ' :

~_ Then, an underlying problem that society has to examme is, why
do these people experiment with drugs?

Mr. Roeers. But we cannot get into that problem.

Dr. Gopparp. T don’t think it helps. :
~ Mr. Rocers. Now we have said it is against the law to sell 1t

Dr. Gopparp. Yes, and I believe that should be.

Mr. Rocrrs. Don’t we make it a penalty if they have opium or a hfwd
drug, narcotic? ,

" Dr. Gopparp. Yes. ' ‘

* Mr. Rogirs. And if there is a possession of it?

Dr. Gopparp. Yes.

Mr. Rogers. Don’t we make poqsec‘%lon of m‘mhufmq a (‘mmmfﬂ
offense?
~ Dr. Gopparp. Yes. ‘

Mr. RocErs. Isn’t T.SD worse tha,n m‘trlhu‘m%?

~ Dr. Gooparp. Yes. - : '

Mr. Rogrrs. Well, it seems to me we have not eontrolled it very we]l
or stopped the sale of it.

Dr. Gopparp. I would say we h‘u e not stopped the sm]e ot m flﬂhﬂ‘mq
very well, either.

Mr. Roarrs. That is right. At least we can do something about it
when we find it in possession. So, T just hope you will review your
position here. T think this committee is- going to have to study fhe
situation and we have to stop this free ﬂow of ¢ drugs.

Thank you. ' ,

The CuaRMAN. Mr. Harvey.
~ Mr. Harvey. Dr. Goddard, does marihuana deg mde drwmg skills

“more or less than alcohol? :

Dr. Govparp. Yes; it does degrade them dlﬂ'erently and I have tried
to point out this is one of the dangers of hallucinogens and marihuana,
specifically because it dlstorts the time sense very markedly; seconds

seem like minutes, so one’s perception changes markedly.
~ Now, alcohol also influences driving qkﬂl‘s, dependmg on the level
of alcohol blood levels that are attained. Up to 0.05 produces rela-
tively little changes in driving skills; after that, rafher marked de-



