on a broad range of subjects including infant care, nu-
trition, credit guides, family food budgeting, health frauds, house
planning aids, and insect control, to name but a, fev, But very little
Information is available from Federal sources which relates directly

to the consumer’s essential function ang Tesponsibility of purchag.
ing safe products and getting the most for their money. We intend,
therefore, to examine the nature and extent of product information
NOw in the possession of the Federal Government, its potential use-
fulness to consumers, and the feasibility of having the Federal Gov-
ernment expand its consumer information activities to include safety,
performance, and price information on consumer-type produects,

e do not advocate a brogram whereby any Federa] agency would
undertake to tell the A. erican consumer that one brand product is
superior to another or What he should or should not buy. Nor are we

unmindful of the fact that in purchasing consumer-type products,

.

the Federal Government’s requirements are sometimes different from .

- ernment’s needs and. those of private consumers are sufficiently par-
- allel and the consumer’s role is go important to the success of our free
enterprise economy, that g governmental program calling for the
, §yst§ﬁm3tic screening and release of product imformation ig more than
justified. e _ , o

Our first witness this morning is Mr. Morris Kaplan, technical di-
Tector of Consumers Unijon, '

. Mr. WypLer. M, Chairman, T have g short statement which I would
like to put in for the record. I don’t have to read it at this time, T
would just like to comment on some of the possible offshoots of these
hearings and T want, to say T fully su port them because it would be an
important service to the people of tlIa)e country If we could determine

it and possibly direct some of their testimony to it—certain serious’
problems arising from this. In particular, there might be ‘some legal
implioations, for example, in the Government; making statements
available to the general public as to the safety of a particular item
because if that informa..tion was made public and the item pbroved un-

his is Something to think aboyt. Somebody would then claim he
had been misled by the Government into believing this item was safe
for a particular uge, These are the types of things we will have to
think about when we talk about making available information that the
overnment has, or having the Government express an opinion. ,
Inevitably, it seems to me, when the Government makes information
available, by the very size and stature of the Go‘vernment, people are
Impressed by that information, For example, if there were 1() compet-
Ing products and the Government issned report about one of them
and stated that it thought it wag g good product it woulq seem to me




