Power group Quality - point score . of - Quality- point score of
, lowest quality aid tested highest quality aid tested

R 54 130
St oo I 10 140
OB e 6 128

t Thié scbre res ‘ benélties assessed by VA for lack of quality uniformity. The next highest scorg in the moderate
- group was 66, : " . : :

~ Mr. Karraw. The table indicates that the, mild hearing aids they
tested varied in quality from a low of 54 to a high of 130, ‘
-~ The moderate hearing aids varied from g quality point score of
zero, which was assigned to some brands because of Ppenalties for
lack of quality control, to a quality point score of 140, e

~ The strong power group hearing aids varied from 61 to 198,
In the mild category, the category in which the greatest number of

‘hearing aids are sold to the general public, one hearing aid tested

nearly 214 times better than another in terms of quality performance,
- Thereport draws this conclusion : B e

aid qﬁality‘ and thereby substantially reducing price;s, suggest the’ Dossibility
that information could ‘be made available to the general publie so they, too, can ,
enjoy the social ang economic advantages of being wel]l informeq about hearing
* aids currently on the market, o B L L :
T agree. Tt is clear that the brand ang ‘model information now
available and kept up to date in the files of the VA requires only
-simple processing to improve. the lot of hundreds of thousands of
, ha;rd;‘ofj-hearing people and provide audiologists with information
“they need to permit them to prescribe intelligently, The potential
savings to the consumer, t}fpioally:aindng the older members of the
population and often the poorer ones, are also detailed in the report
and arevast. SRR : : T it

I emphasize that the hearing aids material is an example of what

we know is“aVaila,ble in the files of the Federal agencies for many
~other consumer products. The need for?getting it to the consumer is
great, the wherewithal for many products is available, and the bene-

fits to the individual consumer and to the N ation are large, All it

S a committee of the N ation’s legislators you will know how to
muster this will, Should the Freedom ofrInforma-t"ionAct‘, to become




