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that there be 1o olectrical leakage OT' alternatively that the product
conform to Underwriters Laboratory standards. '

The information as to which particular brand conforms or does not
conform may or may ot be available in the Government files. Tt would
depend on whether the product 1s on. & qualified product list, in which
‘case the Government may very well have tested large numbers of

chased for Federal use have an elastic type of cord, a cord that con-

tracts and expands when you }flull it away from the product. Presum-

ably this is & cafety feature t at the housewife would find ugeful in

that a young child or adult could not pull accidentally on 2 Jong 3-

or 4- or B-foot cord hanging toward the floor. : o
Do you know anything about this? '

Mr. Kaprax. No, T am not familiar with that particular specifica-

Mr. ROSENTHAL. You mentioned very briefly the freedom of in-
formation bill reported out of this committee which is going to become
1a:w next week. Do you see thisasa yehicle for extracting from Govern-
ment agencies cONSWMEr information that they pres‘ent%y possess?

"~ Mr. Kapran. 1 see this as a vehicle, but T also see many problems.
The bill was ﬁassed with many exceptions. '

of 47 pages of guidelines to Government agencies <0 T am not quite sure
how eifect‘ivel{l it will be possible to PLy this kind of information out
by means of the Freedom of Information Act. I can say that it 1s my
wish, my hope, that it would be possible to 1se that act and if the act
as finally interpreted by the courts turns out not, to be suitable for this
purpose that Congress will amend the act to make it suitable for this
urpose. It seems to me that this kind of information, as 1 sal
throughout my testimony, 18 vital, important, available, and should be
made available to people at large. : ; '
Mr. ROSENTHAL. Well, for exam 1o, one of the exceptions in the act
is that trade secrets cannot be made public. You do not find anything
jnconsistent between the exclusion of trade secrets and disclosure 0
product safety information ! J ~ B '
Mr. Kaprax. None of all. I believe that the information about. the
characteristics of a produc’t,iwhich information is obtainable in the
course of ordinary testing by anybody who has laboratory facilities
available, does not constitute 2 trade secret. Tt is not a secr t if it is
readily obtainable through such means. T would argue that no informa-
tion that the Government has that was obtained confidentially from

But any information it coul

manufacturers ghould be made public.

obtain in its oWl laboratories and information that it does obtain 1M
its own laboratories would not in My view be considered under thab
exception as @ tradesecret. , ‘ ,

‘Mr. ROSENTHAL. Tn other words, what you are saying is that if the
G‘overnment goes oub in the open market and buys products and tests
them, that that information could be made available. Confidential in-
come taxes or something along those lines certainly could not be made

public.




