_ Mr. RoseNTHAL, How many items that the Federal Government
- purchases ang tests would YOUu say are similar items that, the private
consumer- purchaseg ? ; e T
Mr, BERSFELLER. About g thousand items, ; . e
AT, RoSENTIATL, ‘And considerable expense and expertise and scien-
tific knowledge goes into the testing of thege items before the Govern-
ment either draws the specifications op makes the purchase?
Ir. ABERSFELLER. Well, considerable éxpense goes in at a point in

1f some of »the'know‘ledge,ayhd‘ expertise you have were made avail-
L ? X

T. ABERSFELLER, We agree that the consumer needs more informa.
tion. Our problem here is the form that this should take in terms of
Whatw‘e‘could provide, - T IRt - s,

As Mr, Kaplan stated, there ig 10 question but what we could set
forth for these roughly thousand items the specific requirementg a
consumer should. ook for, Unfortun‘atelyf that, in my view, isn’t
enough. The consumer must have some assurance by way of certifica-
tion, ‘his own ability to test op his own book of knoWIedge of experi-
ence to be certain the product he buys does Possess the. characteris.
tics. It is the form in which thig information might take that is qif-
ﬁculttoconceive, ST AR PR R

Mr., RosentrAL, T other: words You are sympathetic; to the pro-
gram of making the information available, You,have‘trouble deter-
mining in what form it should be done. . siod e e ,

T, ABERSFELLER._ Yes. Simply to add on to that whether there is

Y way of example let me point out that we do bretest, as Myp,
Kaplan indicated,,such thingg as antifreeze and other items that we
Place on qualiﬁe’d-products lists. In the first instance, thege are not
representative of the total products available, We'simply test those
which producers submit to us since they must pay a charge for thig
kind of test and Presumably it ig only for those that desire to do busi-
ness with the Federal Government,,which is not Decessarily gl] the
producers of g, given product. These are available to the public. Un-

is not all-'encompassrihg. I can’t say as ap example of the foyr or
ve producers whe qualified op antifreeze that they are the only

ones with a good product. T am willing to say, of those we have tested,

that they have a good product, ¢ S g e R




