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- Mr: RosENTHAr, That fact js contained ip the final report of the
, ]?fntex’departmeii-tal Study Group for Consumer Standzirds,‘ dated
’Qctober27,1965. RS R B

at distresses e particularly is that yoy lprobjabl‘yf haive ‘mo‘i"e* in-
formation useful to consumers than anyone. else and’ yet you are the
only“agency that doesn ’t seém to have the thrus‘t or the spirit»‘ef‘tryiz.ig

Isn’t there Some way we coyld start to do that ¢ R
I. ABERSFELIER, Mr.Chairma‘n, there very definitely ig, This gets
to the heart of the point we are talking aboyt, This is setting forth fop
the GSA such g Program which is not now g fparitl of our brogram, The
are we

types of things you talk about certain] With’in'th'e realm of

3 or 4 feet of electric cord. The kind of thing youngsters woyld pull
at if the cord were hanging over the kitchen table. ~ B
'hy can’t we make that jm, ortant information available to the
consumer so he could look fop that king of-cord when he buys an elec-
tric bercolator? ‘ : ' ' '
- Mr. ABERSFELLER I don’t know that we do that on all of our elec-
trical appliances, R ;
i Ve LRAVIS, There i 4 standard that applies to all the cords for
the appliances, The trend hag been towarq the retractahble type. This
doesn’t mean there won’t he applications for the nonretractable type
depending upon the location of the device and itg relationship to the
outlet in the wall, for example. . 7] bt L ,

Mr. ABERSFELIRR. In that particular instance and I am not knowl-
edgeable of the background as to why we establish such g Standard,
but let me Say this—TI think Mr. Wydler mentioned it earlier—thege
things don’t go unchallengeoi by the industry., The actions we take

meet the Federal Government’s requirements, T am not prepared to say
- that straight cords op those without that characteristic are in fact in.-

herently unsafe, i SR LT R e

- Mr, ROSENTHAI;.- They may not be inhereiitly unsafe, but the Injury

Control Centep: of the Public Health Service reports that 85,000 per-



