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~ related yeasonably directly to the interests of consumers.
to describet’hembrieﬁy now. . o o
A program. of long tanding that is of incalculable benefit to con:
sumers is the leadership, cooperation, and technical backup: provide
by the Bureau in developing uniform State weights an measures
laws, reg 1ations, inspection equi ment anc ¥ i :
nical training of State weights an measure e
~ These activities affect con directly and vitally inasmuch as
the accuracy of scales, mete mps, of commercial weighing
and measuring devices of all types, as We TAcy e
uantities, are dependent X xclus]
 of State and. el
their reference tandards, for WCATE ,
ment problems and even for model wel hts and measures laws
One of the impOrt@ntlinks with the States in these activities is -
series of annual National Conferences on Weights and Measures, Spon-
sored by the Bureau. These conferences have been going on for mMOTe

than 60 years. S - : ; S
" Examples of public'ations resulting from these State weights and
measures. activities include: The 'p’mc]eeding’sﬁ of the annual confer-
ences and the publication and revision of “Units of Weights and
Meas’ures——])‘eﬁnitionsran Tables of Equivalents"’”’l.‘his pu lication
contains conversion factors and conversion tables for weights and
its. It 1s helpful in comparing p’ackaged, products with
] 1 NBS Handbook g7+ “Checking

weights listed in Jifferent units, an : ,
' ) ities,”’ seribes procedures#to, be fol-

1 ‘wouldy'like.: L

lowed in assuring accura
~ The Bureat prov] th hn
‘merce leading to ‘the"promul‘gation of mandatqry stand-

<oat, belts and brake fuids, originally ass! nod to NBS, o
,  Department of ,mnsporta,tion; =
Five hundred voluntary standards'ha been issued including some

250 coymme‘rcial stan of simplified lgractice :
of cours

. dards, an equal number O ,
recommendatlons, and eight roduct standards. A1l of these,
are indirectly of interest t0

; , the consumer, some directly- ‘Fxamples of
~ the latter include v,standardslfor ice cream ] I
~ tainers for other food, gluminum chain-link 1 , body-sizing
standards for apparel and patterns,’a‘ttic ventilation fans in residences, o
ah_lmmumténsmn window screens, household insecticides, venetian
blinds, et cetera. New voluntary standards under development that are
of interest to consumers include urethane foam bedding and seat cush-
ioning, household water softeners, po,lyethelene plastic containers for
petroleum products. o S o e o
" Voluntary standards will also be d’eveloped under the new pfogmm ;
authorized by the recently enacted Fair Packaging and Labeling Act.
These will be of wery direct concern to consumers. One of the objects of
this new prograin will be to reduce undue p-rolif'emtijon of quantities O
packaged consumer commoditie‘swhich impairs the reais’onable.ability e
of the consumer t0 make value comparisons in the marketplace. T
The NBS carries on & relatively extensive building research pro-
gram and some fire research activities. These programs and activities ‘
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