f prices for more items, either average prices or g fange of prices, ‘ ¥
were published for g greater number of localities, ‘consumers might be |
able to determine whether jtems they are considering are really the it

bargains that sellers claim them to be, Tf they were able ‘tokobtz}in a

-as new package sizes are introduced, or old ones’ are altered,
4. A_maior’ area in which BLS data could be made more useful to

~ 'We now are presently able to do, It would involve further simplifica-
tion of the manner in which the budgets are presented, and their
‘adaptation to various types and sizeg of familieg, The results would
provide a “norm?» against which individua] families could measure
their own Spending for various classes of goods and services, ,
know Mrs, Ross and T have discumions‘a;pproximately once a
month on why we gre spending so much. This often comes down to the
question of whether we are spending too much for food. Are we spend-
ing too much for,x:ecreatlon? Are we Spending too much for the auto?

5

benditure, as wel] gg the work that 1s done in preparing the standard
udgets, could be exploited further.. For example, we coyld prepare
- pamphlets on “the cost of running 5 house,” or “the cost of owning
and operating a‘car,” or “the cost of rearing a child.” These are sub.
jects on which We receive many inquiries, i
e do the best we can with thege Inquiries byt We are not able
to handle them at all. Most of the basic data needed to produce them
are contained in the results of our consumer expenditure surveys, but .




