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better results. That is to say, lower prices and better quality in the free
market. ; S e R

Mr. RoseNTHAL, N, oW, are you satisfied about what the press does,
aside from dramatic riseq such as milk, have you found the press useful
in disseminating information that would be concretely useful to the
consumer. o e o

Mr. Ross. Oh, yes. o TR e :

Mr. RosenTrAL, You saidin your statement, it is better to buyaused
car in February than J; ly. e e et R e

Have you ever seen anything like this re orted in the press? 5
- Mr. Ross. Well, T don’t recall that particular statement, I don’t want
. tosingle out different newspapers, or magazines for comment. I woyld

say~s'0me,ofthpm-do:aﬁfbetterj()bthaniothers.f 5 e R

. treatments of consumer budget information ang of the CPI, and the

o ,Wholesale"priCe:in’dex, what, theyare, what they measure, how they can

~ be used by the consumers, what they show, and’so forth, The particular

. ~point about seasonal fluctuations hags been dealt with quite adequately :
~1n some treatments T have seen. For example, one newspaper had a
series of five long—T think almost g, page long each—articles last year,

A ?
on kthe’/Consume’r, Price Index, and the man who wrote that had the
Space to give a very adequate treatment. = sl iy
- Mr. RosenTHa®, Some of the studies you have made for the Con-
sumer Price Index on the costs of such iftems\fas»movtgage insurance,
real estate property taxes, insurance rates, appliance costs, clothing, -
~and so forth are published on a nationa] basis rather than a city by
citywide basis, R M e S
Wouldn’t it be more useful if it were published on a, citywide basis, or -
_ 3 communitywide basis? ) 5 R e
~ Mr. Ross. I think I will ask Mr. Chase to comment on that.
Mr. Cuase. Tt certainly would be more useful. It goes back tothe
problem the Commissionermentioned”ea,rliexf, that the samples outside
~of food are too smal] to support separate city indexes for these other
- Mr. Rosenrtmar, I that because you don’t have enough people
to take samples, or You don’t choose to take larger samplings? = 4
r. CHASE. We don’t have enough resources to do it on g city by city

are just so many hundreds of different goods and services which have

to be sampled. There are hundreds of cities, In each city, there are.

many types of stores, discount houses, chain stores, independents, ;
Supermarkets, and so forth, So that it is a pretty complicated taslc to
get a sample of all these different variables, TR e
~Of course, thers are different qualities of merchandise, different
Package sizes, all kinds of variations. There are really millions of dif-

- ferent prices in the economy, and T think Mr, Chagse 1is correct that
right now we don’t have the budget which would permit publication
of city by city prices for all these items. ‘We would have to get bigger

samples in each city,

I. RosentHAL. Do your fielg clerks check stores the same day of
each month? s T SRR Y e
Mr. Ross. No,




