e differences, although certainly not ‘as'greai‘t as between Nassau
County and Manhattan. But we on’t have that. Now, there aré some
cases where there are local groups connected with chambers of com-

merce or local colleges and universities which want to SUIvey on a

narrower basis than we do in our program, and we are able to give-

them technical assistance. ; S
- 1 might say ‘there are some universities around the country that
do have their own programs which are Jdesigned for these speclal‘ized
l(i)cay}; needs, and we try to give them help In showing them how to

o 1L, ST :
~ Mr. WYDLER. 1 think there will be & Jook taken at this ituation in
the near future, so 1 wanted to give you the benefit of My thinking
in case you hap ened to be asked about 1t in the Departme‘nt.‘ 7 2

Mr. Ross. Yes. Well, I am aware certainly that New York is an :
extremely vast area with many differences. L B

Mr. WypLER. One thing, 10 sonclusion 1n your statement, what really
struck me rather strong ig this statement regarding the difference
in the price of food in we 1-to-do and poor neighb‘orhoods. 1f T under-

t seems to me you say it 18 really & question O
] s. Would

ctand what you Sa¥s i :
the fact that you don’t have chainstores 11 the poverty ared
that be a fair— ; , ,
Mr. Ross. I wouldn’t say there are nO chainstores In poverty areas.
Of course, there ale. some. But there are a larger proportion of the
small neighborhood stores, the so-called mom an DO ]
dependents,and a lesser availability of cha;instOres. 4
hich you say accounts for the difference in the gen-

Mr. WYDLER. W

eral cost. ; : o ‘ :
- Mr. Ross. Tt accounts for much of the difference. There are also
. the freshness of the

differences in the appearance © .
merchan;dise,;and so fortl times find even between

a chainstore 1 & 5 % y
suburbs, but the price differences, by an

ferences in type store e
‘ ' to be an indication of what

Mr. WYDLER. Which would seet to me ,

might have to be done or the direction your efforts chould take if you
~really wanted to eliminate o ameliorate, depending on how you loo
at it, that difference. '

e ;
Mr. Ross. Well, T know my friends 1

who live in Harlem, and they have tr1 ds ;

their own shopping ! the high-rent ared near Central Park, let’s sa¥,

from supermarkets rather than to go back in H‘arlemand buy there,
' ' ck of full availability

0 they can Save money. That does indicate the 12

of merchandising outlets in the slums. L e
Mr. WYDLER. Could you ~omment on the fact—I1 am just trying
to figure in ‘my own, mind—why the cost would be higher under these

7 Ts it more expensive to do business 1n Jow-income

circumstances
areast o r gt . | o
Mr. Ross. Noj; I think it 1s MOT?® expens1vef—you don’t get the econo- i’

imies of scale in 2 small‘ind‘ependent mom and pop store that you do
] Y hain. 1 don’t want to argue for or against, bigness, don’t

‘ability to buy en MAasse,
cell at lower prices.
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