APPENDIX 10

COMPTROLLER GENERAL'S OPINION ON AUTHORITY OF ADMINISTRATOR OF GSA
RE PURCHASE, LEASE, MAINTENANCE, OPERATION OF ADPE

COMPTROLLER, GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, D.C., November 21, 1967.
B-151204. :
B-157587.
Hon. Lawson B. Kvorr, Jr., )
Administrator, General Services Administration.

DEAR MR, KNorT: By letter of July 11, 1967, you requested our opinion with
respect to the authority of the Administrator of General Services under the pro-
visions of Pub. L. 89-306, 79 Stat. 1127, which amended the Federal Property
and Administrative ‘Services Act of 1949 to provide for the economic and efficient
purchase, lease, maintenance operation, and utilization of automatic data
processing equipment by Federal departments and agencies.

The complete text of Public Law 89-306 reads as follows:

“tSee, 111.  (a) The Administrator is authorized and directed to coordinate
and provide for the economic and efficient purchase, lease, and maintenance of
automatic data processing equipment by Federal agencies.

“¢(h) (1) Automatic data processing equipment suitable for efiicient and
effective use by Federal agencies shall be provided by the Administrator through
purchase, lease, transfer of equipment from other Federal agencies, or otherwise,
and the Administrator is authorized and directed to provide by contract or other-
wise for the maintenance and repair of such equipment. In carrying out his
responsibilities under this section the Administrator is authorized to transfer
automatic data processing equipment between Federal agencies, to provide for
joint utilization of such equipment by two or more Federal agencies, and to
establish and operate equipment pools and data processing centers for the use
of two or more such agencies when necessary for its most efficient and effective
utilization.

“¢(2) The Administrator may delegate to one or more Federal agencies
authority to operate automatic data processing equipment pools and automatic
data processing centers, and to lease, purchase, or maintain individual auto-
matic data processing systems or specific units of equipment, including such
equipment used in automatic data processing pools and automatic data process-:
ing centers, when such action is determined by the Administrator to be necessary
for the economy and efficiency of operations or when such action is essential to
national defense or national security. The Administrator may delegate to one
or more Federal agencies authority to lease, purchase, or maintain automatic
data processing equipment to the extent to which he determines such action
to be necessary and desirable to allow for the orderly implementation of a pro-
gram for the utilization of such equipment.

“¢(a) There is hereby authorized to be established on the books of the Treasury
an automatic data processing fund, which shall be available without fiscal year
limitation for expenses, including personal services, other costs, and the pro-
curement by lease, purchase, transfer, or otherwise of equipment, maintenance,
and repair of such equipment by contract or otherwise, necessary for the efficient
coordination, operation, utilization of such equipment by and for Federal agen-
cies: Provided, That a report of equipment inventory, utilization, and acquisi-
tions, together with an account of receipts, disbursements, and transfers to
miscellaneous receipts, under this authorization shall be made annually in con-
nection with the budget estimates to the Director of the Bureau of the Budget
and to the Congress, and the inclusion in appropriation acts of provisions regu-
lating the operation of the automatic data processing fund, or limiting the
expenditures therefrom, is hereby authorized.

“¢(@) There are authorized to be appropriated to said fund such sums as may
be required which, together with the value, as determined by the Administrator,
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