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some $300,000,000 in bonus money from companies bi

offered for sale on Feb. 6, and additional millions in royaltie

set aside a percentage of this income as a pollution insurance fund to p
compensation for any damages resulting from the development of such leases.

Such a fund, built up and controlled by the federal rernment, would provide
Some compensation fer public and private property damage from pollution that
might be attributed by the oil companies to a natural cause or “act of God,” and
80 would not be collectible in the eourts.

One suggestion that has been offered is that the federal government set aside 1
per cent of all income from these leases and royalties, at least until an adequate
reserve has been established ; and that it should cover drilling and facilities in
state-owned tidelands as well as the federal areas.

The assistance and support of California’s two senators and Congressman
Teague might well be invited by the county in studying this matter, and preparing
legislation for Congress.

[From the Congressional Record, June 12, 1967]
CRISIS IN CONSERVATION

Mr. AIKEN. Mr. President, in the March 1967, issue of the Sierra Club Bul-
letin, there appears an article entitled “Crisis in Conkervation,” written by
THoMAS H. KucHEL, U.S. Senator from Cali

I ask unanimous consent that this article be printed at th
Record. .

(There being no objection, the article was ordered to be printed in the Re
ag follows :)

CRrISIS IN CONSERVATION

(By Thomas H. Kuchel, U.8. ‘Senator from California)

It was little more than a century ago when waves of Americans sweeping
across the country reached the Pacific Ocean and were turned back upon them-
sel During the westward expansion, our nation had fev people and an
“inexhaustible” supply of land and natural resources. But, as oceang fenced in
our territorial owth and population made increasing demands wupon our
dwindling resources, it has become clear that immense value must be placed on
the remaining uncluttered, unspoiled and unique parts of our nation. One quar
of a billion humang are added to the fa

bear the he:

1ave acted in the public inter
the interest of today’s piiblic as well —in’ establishing vast new
and T lion areas in the past few yea
is facing a

reated two years ago to

t in preserving, developing, and assuring acc ibility to all citizens of
the United States of America of present and future generations and v
outdoor recreation resources . . . and to strengthen the health and' vitali
the citizens of the United States by (1) provic ‘
Federal assistance to the states in planning, acquisition, and dev pment of
needed land and water areas and facilities, and (2) providing funds for the
Federal acquisition and development of certain lands and other areas.”

The yming into the Fund are made up of the amount realized
from entrance and user fees collected at Federal recreation areas, sale of surplus
P erty and miscellaneous fuel taxes.

When the enabling legislation was befo Jongress; it was imated that the
income of the Fund would be up to $230 million per year. If these amounts were
realized, the American people could move forward to complete the splendid State
and Federal park and wilderness system we have planned. Herein lies the

ok

While the surplus property sales and fuel tax revenues have proceeded: as
predicted, the entrance and user fees c¢ollected have been substantially below
expectations. Instead of the low of $125 million per year planned coming into
the Fund, only around $101 million has been realized. The greatest disappoint-




