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Today’s fund is not adequate to keep up with purchases of areas
already authorized by Congress, let alone to finance additions.

If the Federal Government and the States are forced to wait until
the moneys now going into the land and water conservation fund are
sufficient, the ultimate cost to the taxpayers will be greatly increased.
It will save millions of dollars in the years ahead if we invest as soon
as possible. This problem has received careful study, and the most
practical solution is to raise the moneys from the sources proposed
in this bill.

Besides adding revenues to the fund, S. 1401 would give the land
management agencies administrative weapons to fight rising land

ices. One of these would permit department heads, under certain

ions, to contract for the land authorized for parks or recreation
areas prior to actual appropriation of moneys from the land and water
conservation fund. Another would set up a lease- and sell-back land
management program for property bought for the National Park
System. Amounts obtained from lease- and sell-back transactions
would be credited to the fund, thus lessening the burden imposed by
the initial purchase of property.

Mr. Chairman, the Federal portion of the land and water conserva-
tion fund is the primary financing source for all new acquisitions. by
the National Park Service and the Forest Service as well as for
expansion of existing facilities. It is the financial base for expanding
recreation programs of the States and their political subdivisions.
Only added revenues will make it possible for these agencies to meet
the park and recreation requirements of our citizens in the next
decade. I support prompt approval of this bill.

The CramrmaN. Senator Ribicoff of Connecticut has submitted a
statement for inclusion in the hearing record. That statement in sup-
port of this legislation will be printed at this point.

(The statement referred to follows:

STATEMENT OF HON. ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF
CONNECTICUT
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In my own Stati C ticut, today’s population of nearly three million
people will double in size by the year 2000. It took us more than 300 years to
reach  three million—the next three million: will be added in little more than.
three decades.
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By enac the Land and V r ‘Conservation Fund Act of 1965, the Federal
governnien ok the lead in providing urgently needed land for open space and
recreational opportunities for the Amer ic. During the 89th C S8,
we authorized 23 new federal rec encompassing a quarter of a
million acres. The present Congress is continuing the trend.
But, as presently constituted, the Land and Water Conservation Fund is unable
to meet our obligations to the American people. It has neither adequate funding
for the future, nor the ability to act quickly to hold down acquisition costs.




