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urgent need throughout the country for more money to pay for these
Federal areas.

5. Although the original Land and Water Conser ration Fund Act

was enacted prior to passage of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
3 1 years, we knew that such enactment would encourage the
Indiana Dunes bill by providing at least some of the funds for it.

These and many other reasons are still sound and valid. These needs
are even more urgent. But time has shown that the funds accruing
through the land and water conservation fund are woefully inadequate
to do the ]

Save the Dunes Council congratulates you, Senator Jackson, and this
committee for its initiative in introducing S. 1401 to provide additional

, Land and Water Conservation Fund. We feel that it is
y fitting and appropriate that money deriving from natural re-
wrces be put to such a natural use as more parks for the people. With
the balance-of-payments problem, we also believe enactment of this bill
by the c on of more of our areas of great natural

y, encouraging more tsto vacation in thi ntry.
Save the Dunes Council sincerely thanks this committee for report-
islation for the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore several
Jeading to its enactment by Congress and signing by the Presi-
dent in November, 1966. Yet the very same reasons leading to the en-
actment of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore also led to the need
for S. 1401 to provide for revenue for the Land and Water Conserva-

tion Fund.

Your committee and the Congress authorized $27,900,000 for the In-
diana Dunes National Lakeshore. But only $1,500,000 was appropriat-

the current fiscal year, due to the shc money in the Land

ater Conservation Fund. Fe b h of delay in

the purchase of the rest of the park Increases ultimate cost. Real

estate prices are skyrocketing close to every major metropolitan cen-

ter throughout the country—and the boundaries of the Indiana Dunes

National Lakeshore touch the city limits of Gary, with its 180,000 peo-

and areonly 23 miles from Chicago’s city limits.

ition, the enac t of any new national park or national

, escalates land prices in that area due to the anticipated tour-

ist business that will develop. ana Dunes area has been
particu 7 prone to land speculation.

Thus, as you can see, the Indiana Dunes N onal Lakeshore is a
prime example of the cost of delay in providing more money for new
areas administered by the National Park Service.

se escalating real estate costs are not the only harm resulting

quate funding. The will of the people, as shown through its

is thwarted by not having the Indiana Dunes National Lake-

lable now for their use. The $1,500,000 appropriated did not

0 to buy enough land to start the Dunes park.

The people must . They cannot view the beautiful scener of the
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, they cannot hike and picnic there,
.annot swim in Lake Michigan there, and they cannot camp there.
Iscalating real estate pric 1 nonavailability of the park now are
perhaps the least harmful eft adequate funding. The
grea danger is the nibbling away at areas within the boundaries of
the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. Although this committee and




