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STATEMENT OF ROBERT F. NELSON, MANAGING DIRECTOR,
VIRGINIA TRAVEL COUNCIL

Mr. Nerson. Mr. Chairman, I thank you, because tomorrow the
House has a hearing by a similar committee, and it is a little difficult
to be in two p]aces at the same time.

Senator CaurcH. Fine.

Mr. NELSON. My name is Robert F. Nelson, and I am the managing
director of the Virginia Travel Council, of R]Lh'l(‘llld Va. We are a
nonprofit, st jcewide OI'gani_z(. , consmtm(_ i

1‘equest you as a comnnttee to take ever y p( ble ac

ge of S. 1401, a bill to mnend tltl I of the Land and Wa
servat INC nis o pdl (unount impc
to the 22 S * ) milli
visitors who come eac :
mil]ion of Fedoral fun

simply 'want to emphzmze one or t o points. We h‘
years no outdoor recreation policy in the State of >
policy by the game and fisheries of our State which was made possible
by segregated hmds which made a certain amount of money av: 111&1)]9
This program has created a program for Virginia that is k
completion in the year 2000, a program which oontmnphtm ‘
pend ure of $2 million a year on ﬁsh dlld Wﬂdhfe development in the
State. That plan h ( . d ride
for the con ‘tion at this tlme of 38 new
earlier, Virginia for 3 s abandoned its State park
as ﬁn‘uluno it and maintaining it is concerned, and we
up time.
Your funds and your help made it possible for us to start six or
seven State parks. I believe it is now seven, one having been g
State, during the last 2 years, instead of the 38 that we need.
The reason we need them is because we hcwe been so long : about doino

» there are 40 es‘r‘lbhshmenfg ot the L\I]“ﬂed Forces
shments we have a permanent population of qpp
that of the State of Nevada. Many of th ple are in our Wm‘y anc
are quartered out of the 5th Naval District, and are all over the seas
but they and their families require a tremendous amount of r
tional attention, which we have not given them, and which we would
like to give them, and which we call to your attention.
Thank you.
Senator CaurcH. Thank you very much.
‘We had a similar experience in my State, with a long dormant State
ram. that simply had no funding whatever until this land
er conservation fund became av‘uhble, and that stimulated the
'S]atur to prov ide matching money, and now ‘we are moving ahead
y sl hink it demonstrates
what can ‘b‘e done, Wlbh a stunu]ua of this kind coming from the Federal




