m this deficiency of supply
were alleviated, at least temporarily, by the late-starting rainy season of last
fall. Hurricane Betsy, with 6 to 10 inches of rainfall directly on the park, and
other rains, have raised the water levelg to the point that, at the end of 1965,
they were about equal to levels at the end of 1964. The question as to how soon,

or if, the animal and plant life that hag been so severely damaged in the drv
Vv asu properly damage, the

3 ; iNng fn ha oxnevepena..
J’u‘iﬁigduf agugfggggg é‘&{? i‘ﬁlg: in 1928 constructed the Okeechobee waterway ' in-
volving the existing St. Lucie Canal, the lake, and the Caloosahatchee River and
enlarged the existing levees around much of the lake.

In 1947, the Bverglades National Park was established, At that time, and sub-
Sequent thereto, there wag Some overland flow of water into the park from the
north.

In 1948, the Congress authorized the construction and operation of the Central
and S Florida flood control broject. Considerable detail as to purposes of

j in House Document No, 643, 80th Congress, 2nd Session.
i “the plan of improvement has also

rtance of the Everglades National

Tom. conservati ill assist in restoring

and maintaining natural conditions within the national park area, by reducing
m drought and fire which have threatened the pbreservation of lands,

vegetation and wildlife.”
With specific reference to the Everglades National Park, the Central and

Southern Florida floor control project works include construction of three con-
servation areas north of the park for storage and release of water for beneficial
use. Conservation Area 3, directly north of the park, is the main storage facility
designed to hold water which can be released into ‘the park. ‘As g part of ‘this
conservation area there was constructed in 1962 a levee (L~29) for approxi-
mately 10 miles along the northern edge of ‘the park. Thig levee contains five
sets of gates through which water can be released from the conservation area
into the park.

At present, several factors make supply of water to the park difficult, The
southward flow of water released into Conservation: Ares 2 fmam. ¥ ab s O

and MNas s L2

Tests ducted in 1965 indicate that the release capacity of the existing
system for the benefit of the pbark can be improved by the use of project pumps.
Funds for thig purpose have not heretofore been available, However, even using
maximum pumping capability, it may be necessary, in an emergency, to dis-
charge excess water via the 'St. Lucie Canal and ‘Caloosahatchee River to
safeguard life and broperty when heavy rainfall is encountered and the hurri-
cane season is imminent.




