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The most popular alternative suggestion is to create coordinating and advis-
ory commi . The Congress re 1izies the need for de i i
programs related to national needs rather than to the tradi
of competing agencies. A ‘distinguished group of Democratic Senators in both
the 86th and 87th Congresses have'sponsored legislation to establish a Council
of Resource and Conservation Advisers in the Executive Office of the Pre&l(‘lent
in order to coordinate resource conservation on the ba of national goals.*

This change would go only part of the way towards providing the nece
coordination. The past history of trying to obtain unity through committe
advisory groups illustrates the futility of expecting much from these proposals.
At present, only if the President himself operates as his own becret ry of Natural

Resources (to the ne T clusion of many . other imnowes—s A UB L AL,
nrohlom ia(,L CEITR SRS imperative that our resource man-

agement pr‘o"rams be ac elerated to provide for the increased productivity needed
by an expanding population. A broad resource program involving the application
of specialized techniques and investments of billions of dollars ean be. carried
out only by a well designed and coordinated federal organization. It is clear
that the present clumsy operation of the Government in the natural resources
field will not only result in wasteful duplication, but fail to meet the goals set
forth. Public disillusion will be inevitable. Nor are the alternatives thus far dis-
cussed adequate. A Department of Natural Resources is vital if the Federal
dovernment is to meet its responsibilities for the conservation and development
of natural resources.

Because of the present concentration of resource activities in the D
of the Interior, the easiest way to uhtam a Dep‘lrtment of Natural R
would be to tmn‘s“fer other resource agencie; i

2 been the or

would be affected.

The most adamant group bloeking the way to reorganization of federal water
functions is the Rivers and Harbors Conference, backed by water development
Contxactors who ,stlongly gupport, certain congressiondl relations of the Army

i , 1 Camy dition.
N ‘my oth@r aoen( es havo spec i clientele groups which do not want
their interests disturbed. Few agencies or clientele groups have a direct interest
in the 1mproved efﬁuen( whlch (ould 1esult fxom a reor ani?ation

" s S y o vau Awon
fmesﬁtli?p,“f]n:l “wlnllldr gmups the Len jue of X“ ?H\ent fu a ‘1c- ldnd W 11‘

uukheral resources, in ludmg, prunar e
those which deal with product processing, e nomx(s. etc It is the hr\t phase e
with whwh a Department of Natulal Rexom‘c wnuld be prlmar

2549, 86th Cong., 1st Sess. (1959) ; 239, 87th Cong., 1st Sess. (1960) ; S. 1415,
‘Wth Cong, 1st Sess. (1961).




