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record. Let me say this, I am keenly concerned about the objective of

the conservation programs, but there is a question here of balance be- .
tween conservation objectives and safety. I would like to know what

your experiences have been with the conservation organizations in your

State relating to the removal of some of these est%letic trees.

Mr. MorroN. Amazingly enough we have had very little interference
from the conservationists.

Mr. Cravsen. I see.

Mr. Morron. I think maybe that is because we have such a luxuri-
ous wooded growth that the removal of these trees does not show up
as much.

Mr. Crauvsen. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Cueveranp. Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Brarnig. Mr. Cleveland.

Mr. CLeveLanD, Mr. Chairman, I would just like to make one com-
ment that brings back many memories. I was in the State senate at the
time the legislation was enacted that I think launched this program
of the New Hampshire Department of Public Works to take down
some of the trees. I remember the debate we had at the time, whether
some of the trees were dead or decaying because of the salt that the
highway department was using on the roads. I am not sure that debate
has ended. It brings back many memories of that legislative debate.

Mr. CrauseN. I wonder if the gentleman from New Hampshire
could give me a copy of the debate. We have the same problem in
California.

Mr. BraTNie. Mr. May.

Mr. W. May. Mr. Eugene Johnson, your statement covers a number
of topics which we as a subcommittee will be looking into in the com-
ing months. We certainly appreciate your views concerning it.

However, today we will discuss for the most part in the time re-
maining, the roadside hazard problem.

Fil;(st, however, I go to your statements on page 3, paragraphs 6
and 7.

Mr. Bratnig. Page 8, paragraphs 6 and 7.

Mr. W. May. It is mentioned that the 1936 fatality rate was 15.5,
and we find the fatality rate for the Nation today to be 5.5 and the
interstate rate is 2.5.

Mr. Kopecky of the staff has brought together certain information
concerning statistics and rates which might be helpful to us. Mr. Ko-
pecky, would you begin?

Mr. Kopecky. Yes, Mr. May. T would like to make three points.
The first one is an analysis of deaths, motor vehicle deaths, and com-
pared with vehicle miles of travel. The second point will be discus-
sion of studies as to what points on or off the road were the scenes
of these fatal accident events. Third is an analysis of what type of
road system was involved.

With regard to the first point I would like to use these two charts.
The first one is this mimeographed chart of motor vehicle deaths, and
the other one is this chart behind Mr. Johnson.



