" transit program and a copy. of Mayor Braman

e In an’ artlele 1n the February 1968 igsue: of our oﬂ‘i(:lal pubheatlon Natlon s
“Qities, ‘Mayor J. D. Braman, Seattle, Wash., chairman of the National League of
Cities” Gommlttee on Transportation, set out seven criteria. for determination of
the logical and efficient Fede al administra

s article is enclosed for the record.
These criteria were developed by the National League of Cities’ Committee on

tive' Jur1sd1ct10n for the urban mass -

Transportation. We have judged the reorganization plan by these criteria. We .

believe we can endorse the plan because the plan itself and preliminary’ policies

‘and- procedures set forth by the two Departments can, we beheve achleve our o

" goals as stated by: ‘Mayor Braman
Sincerely, , ‘ :

ALLEN E. PRITCHARD Jr. o

Asmstant Emeoutwe Dwector

[From the Natlon S Cltles, I‘ebruary 1968]

‘UBBAN TRANSPORTATION AT THE GROSSROADSF—'-HARD DEOISIONS MUS’I‘ B MADE'f
~ o IN WASHINGTON THIS YEAR ' R

(By J D Braman)

'.I.‘he most casual scrutmy of our nat1ona1 goals raises the questlon of Just Why -

‘we, as a nation, choose to place our emphasis in one area as against another. A~ -

comparlson which comes to mind is the confidence, with which we are moving
forward in our plans to land on another planet contrasted to our inability to
agree on just how we should improve the quality of our urban environment,

Reconciling this difference in attitude poses one of the more d1fﬁcult tasks for L

any mayor or urbanolog1st

‘A decigion that we will land.a man on: the moon 1s backed up. by a target date . -

“and a programed budget The fact that present technology
forming the task is a matter of limited concern. The dollar
- creative genius is set in motion, and sthe obstacles are brushed ‘agide one by one.
- Compare this methodology with, the attempts to. solve somal problems Rather
“than a planned long-range. program with adequate resources backed. by a w111
to move mOuntalns, ‘we must be satisfied with government by crisis. ‘When a.
: .problem in the. metropohtan areas reaches dramatm proportlons only then do
‘we act. . :

If crisis be the yardstlck of actlon, the t1me has. come for us to get movmg :
again. The metropolitan areas of the United States are approachlng chaos in the -

‘1s not: capable of per-. -

s, the manpower, the

area of public transportation. A transportatlon system permitting expedltlous

movement of people and, goods is an abselute neeess1ty for our urban centers.

In seeking solutions to our urban transportation problems a. balance must be, e

~struck in use of the various modes; of transportat n that will allow each mode to
e ,make its maximum contribution to the 1mprovement of our ‘urban env1ronment :
‘Programs in the past gave only,mcidental upport to:.the. important role which
" -pubhc mass. trans ortation can play in a rdmated transportation program. -
The Urban: Mass Transﬁ; Act, of 1964 gave f T and direction to the Federal

Government’s concern with the problem of how we develop.a balanced transporta-

tion: System for metropolitan areas. The Housmg and Home Finance Administra-
tion was given 1esp0ns1b111ty for: this program, properly recogmzmg the role of
: kpubhe transportation in shaping urban developments ‘

‘When the Department of Housing and Urban Development was. Lreated the

s of the Assistant Seeretary for =

mass transit program was placed under the .
gram has been operating, lack -

Metropolitan Development. In the years this pro

-of ‘adequate appropriations has(l mited. its natlonal 1mpact The program has, - 0

»however, acted as.a stimulus:t
days ahead. Congress appropnate ,$125 mililon in fiscal 1968 for the total urban
mass transit program. By way of contrast, $4 .4 billion Wlll ‘be made: avallable
: {durmg the same period for: hlghway construction from the h1ghvvay trust fund.

any: cities end it contains the hope of better . :

The role of public mass transportation once agam was reviewed by Congress ,’yiik :

srhon it created the Department

fTransportatlon in 1966, President Johngon, in o

his 1966 message on transportatlon, requested that the Depertment of HUD and :

DOT recommend to him the: best procedures to-achieve: cooperation between the
‘respective. Departments in their actions as they affect urban areas. In response,

Congress again demonstrated that it recognizes the role of mass transportation. St

as an-element of urban development ‘When it created ‘the Department of Trans-

portatlon, Congress narrovved the Presxdentlal request by addressmg 1tself to the e



