istrict of Columbia, is carried out by the
Redevelopme: , is an essential weapon in the Distriet’s
~attack on bh and decay in our community. The President also
 noted that Members of Congress have repeatedly stressed the need
- to establish the Commissioner’s effective control of all functions essen-
~ tial to local redevelopment luding urban renewal, The reorga-
~ nization plan is:a major step in that direction. And as Mr. Hughes
ive order the President has already acted

“renewal, which, in
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* to bring the National Capital
tion of the Commissioner. .~ -~ ..~~~ Sl e
- The Redevelopment Land Agency is a separate Federal ‘agency
~composed of a five-man Board « Igz ectors. Three of its Directors
presently are appointed by the Commissioner of the District of
- Columbia, and two by the President. As indicated in the President’s .
message, although the' District contri
- .eost.of urban renewa.
- missioner’s leaders
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flices to me and to th 7. And T certainly commend them.
However, despite: this fine relationship with RLA, it is essential,
s the President noted in his message, that the Commissioner of the
istrict of Columbia’s leadership role ini urban renewal be assured on
_continuing basis. The reorganization plan which you are now con-
idering contains two separate provisions which would provide that
ssurance. First, ‘iftﬁWo‘ul(f transfer to the Commissioner the authority
) appoint the two members of the Agency’s Board of Directors who
re now Presidential appointees. They would, of course, continue to
e subject to confirmation by the Senate. Second, it would transfer
) the Commissioner the power of the Agency’s Board of Directors
‘to establish rules and regulations governing the conduct of the
~ Agency’s business. The reorganization plan authorizes the Commis-
“sioner to egate this rulemaking authority back to the Agency’s
Board of Dire This provision would give the Commissioner a
great degree of administrative flexibility, while retaining essential
control over the Agency’s urban renewal programs. e e
" The principal t of the re ization plan is th
a maximum amou i n renewal
the Commissioner
ations. Thi
“the housing  Hixecutive order ar u
go-very far in | .agencies resp: r.an .aspect of .
“the housing program within’ d of umbrella that would give us
the capacity to reach some of the housing needs. L
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u to know, Mr. Chairman,



