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knowledge of what was charged on those dates, certainly I have a lot
less and I do not wish to comment in any way upon that controversy.
Mr. Reuss. I appreciate that. My question was in the field of general
commonsense. : a o '
Mr. Ross. As general commonsense it is possible to raise prices and
increase profits; yes. St SR '
Mr. Reuss. Thatisall. e
- 'Mr. RosentAL. Congressman Myers. -
Mr. Myers. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. ; A " o
~ Inyour discussion with Mr. Reuss you were talking about the Watts .~
. area and your survey out there. Was 1t chainstores that you conducted '
the investigation in ¢ LB ‘ '

Mr. Ross. Yes; yes. N, - : ,
- Mr. Myzrs. How many chainstores did you gointo? L
~Mr. Ross. No; we had chainstores, small independent stores, and
large independent stores. = - : s BT
- Mr. Myers. They all showed similarly the same conditions; is that
correct? i gl A '
7 Mr.Ross. Yes. = RS e ' ‘ :
. Mr. Myrrs. Also, other stores—all of the stores in the Watts area
‘then were in that ¢ ST ~
- Mr. Ross. Well, we did not have every store in the Watts area.
- Mr. Myzrs. The ones S R ;
Mr. Ross. Wehad asample; yes. ‘ o ;
Mr. Myegs. In your monthly Labor Review of October of 1966 you
make several notations, one of which is the fact that you say that
some items in the poor areas are more expensive, while at the same
time some of the items in the poor areas are cheaper; is that correct?
Mr.Ross. Yes. = N : ,
. Mr. Myrrs. Maybe one particular item will be higher in the poor
~ areathanit will be in the middle-class area? L ' '
- Mr. Ross. Yes. ) : B S
_ Mr. Myers. But also you state that some of it will be cheaper, is
that correct ? , "t : , '
Mr. Ross. Yes, sir.
Mr. Myzrrs. Yes? RPN : e
. .Mr. Ross. On the average, the prices were higher but as you sug-
gested there were many otherwise. P B NS
Mr. Myzrs. They were generally higher. Did you really make enough
of a sampling in these areas to draw any conclusion ? )
Mr. Ross. Ibelieveso. , L R
Mr. Myers. Your conclusion says that the food surveys which
were published earlier have created ‘widespread comment about the
~ need of supermarkets and the cost advantage in the poor neighbor-
hoods. You did not say anything about prices there. You said that few
price comparisons can be made from the survey but that the buying
habits differ from those in other areas, in 1966. You did not draw any
such conclusion in 19662 : oo li =
- Mr. Ross. I do not recall that particular article that you are quoting
from. The study itself, which is a much longer study, did reach the
conclusion that on the average that the food prices are higher in the
low-income areas. : e o : .




