7

nature and extent of discriminatory housing practices in the United
States. He would also be directed to cooperate with, and to render
technical assistance to, Federal, State, local, and private agencies
which were carrying on programs to prevent or eliminate discrimina-
tory housing practices, and to administer HUD programs and activi-
ties in a matter affirmatively to further the policies of the bill.

Private civil actions: In addition to administrative remedies, the
bill authorizes immediate civil suits by private persons within 180
days after the alleged discriminatory housing practice occurred in any
appropriate T.S. district court or appropriate State or local court of
general jurisdiction.

The bill further provides that any sale, encumbrance, or rental con-
summated prior to a court order issued under this act and involving
a bona fide purchaser, encumbrancer, or tenant, shall not be affected.
In such circumstances as the court deems just, the bill authorizes the
appointment of an attorney for the plaintiff and the commencement of
a civil action without the payment of fees, costs, or security. The court
is authorized to issue a permanent or temporary injunction, or other
appropriate orders, and may award actual damages and not more than
$1,000 in punitive damages, together with court costs and reasonable
attorney fees.

Suits by the Attorney General: The third enforcement method
under H.R. 2516 authorizes the Attorney General to institute civil
actions for preventive relief whenever he has reasonable cause to be-
lieve that any person or group of persons is engaged in a pattern or
practice of resistance to the full enjoyment of any of the rights granted
by this bill, or whenever he has reasonable cause to believe that any
group of persons has been denied such rights in a case of general
public importance.

Finally, title VIIT specifically provides that it shall not be con-
strued to invalidate or limit any State or local law that grants or pro-
tects the same rights. The Secretary of HUD is authorized to cooperate
with State and local fair housing agencies and, with their consent,
can utilize the services of such agencies.

Title IX is entitled “Prevention of Intimidation in Fair Housing
Cases.” Title IX, using language similar to that found in title I of
the bill, protects persons from forcible interference or injury because
of race, color, religion, or national origin, and because they were seek-
ing to sell or acquire housing, to finance or occupy a dwelling, or to
exercise other rights connected with housing. The title also prohibits
forcible interference with those who would aid or encourage others to
exercise these rights or lawfully speak or assemble to protest denials
of these rights. The criminal offenses described and the graduated
pﬁnﬁl‘cies provided in title IX are similar to those stated in title I of
the bill.

Title X establishes three new Federal offenses and provides a pen-
alty of a fine of $10,000, imprisonment up to 5 years, or both. The three
new offenses are:

One, teaching or demonstrating the use or making of any firearm
or explosive or incendiary device, knowing or having reason to know,
or intending that it will be unlawfully employed for use in, or in
furtherance of, a civil disorder which may in any way or degree ob-
struct, delay, or adversely affect commerce, or the conduct or per-
formance of any federally protected function;



