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through- special - legislation b‘lsed on -a- full mvestlcratlon of the
circumstances. -

The remaining portlons of the bill, titles V, VI and VI, are essen-
tially technical i nature. To my knowledge none of the tribes objects
to any of these titles'and I'think on the whole they would be useful
provisions. ‘

In concludmg, Mr. Chaumzm I Would like to emphasize again and
urge this committee to report favorably on House Resolution 1100,
which would permit the House to vote to concur with the Senate-
passed bill. I do so not, only because I think the housing and protection
titles of this bill are critically important throughout the country today,
but also because T affirmatively. support the prov151011s of the bill ag
‘they affect Indian tribes; . .

- Ijoin with President J ohnson, who in h1q message to the Conovress
on March 6, 1968, entitled “The Forgotten American,”” stlongly en-
dorsed. both the Indian bill .of rights and the requirement of tribal
consent to State assumptions of ]urlsdlctlon.

In this connection, I also would like to remind the committee of
President Dlsenhower s concern back on August 15, 1953 in reg‘u‘d to
the provisions of Public Law 280, and I quote::

Athough I have grave doubts as ‘to the wisdom of ce1 tain plomsons contamed
in H,R. 1063, Public Law 280, I have today signed it because .its basi¢c purpose
repr esents still’ another step in creating complete political equahty to all Indians
in our Nation.

My objection to the b111 arises. because of the mcluswn 111 it sect1ons 6 and
Thesé ‘sections permit ‘other States fo impose. on .Indian’ tribes’ within theu’
bmder&, ‘thé criminal and.civil. Junsdlctwn of the State, removing the Indians
from Federal jur 1sd1ct10n and, .in_ some mstances, effectlve self-government.
The f:ulure to include in these provisions a ‘requirement.of full consultation in
order to. ascer tam the- wishes and the desmes of the Indians and of final Federal
appxoval was unfortunate. I recommend, ‘therefore, that at the earliest posmble
time in .the next session .of the. Congress, the act be amended to require such
consulta toll with.the tubes prior to the enactment of leglslatlon subjecting them
to-State jur ‘dl(.thIl, as well as approval by the Federal Government bef01e such
leglslatmn I)ecomes effectlve

2 As Thave stated,- almost 3 hout exceptlon, Indmns throughout the
com1t1y support this legislation and Mr. Chairman, I want to thank
you forthis opportunlty toappear! before youtoday... - .

- At this point.I would like to submit the ‘statement of- the Natlon'd
Conmess of American Indians-on S. 1843 and related bills before the
Tudian Affiirs'Sabeommittée of the THouse Commlttee on Intemor and
Insular Aﬁcurs, V[aroh 29, 1968 T .

%’me{EVT oF THE NATIO\*AI CO\TGRESS OoF A“\IERICAN I\Dn\s

I am ]ohn Behndo leowa \avajo, and - E\ecutlve Dnectm of the Natlonal
(.;onglebs of American Indians. The \atxolml Congress of . American Indians is
the only private national organization of the Indian people themselves where
the voting and programming is limited to legally recognized Indians and Indian
tribes. We are responsible for speaking up for the Indian: people .on a national
scale. Close to 87 Indian tribes mcludmg Alaska native villages are represented
in .our: organization. We are in- close. eon_tact with these. various tribes and
»Al‘:sha Native 0'roups which represents a major cross-section of the Native
‘population of- our nation. I.am honored.to appear here today before this Com-
mittee to make: a statement indicating the position of.the “National Congress of
American Indlans with respect to the Senate approved Bill 8. 1843 and related
leglslatu'e proposals. .



