17

Mr. -Roy Reid, Disteiot: Manuger: of the Midvale”
fication of an agrlcultural manager qmte on a par
in’ industrial irangbement, ¢ i 0l !

Mr. Don White, attorney for the District, exempl ey tl’le complexitles ‘of hod-
ern agriculture, A project of the scope of thé Riverton: Project: would be quite .
lost without the necessary legal talents of a man like My White,

Mr. Gideow W. Davidsom, whose father Homesteaded i the: area in' 1906, has
had a lifetime of successful éxperience on the Riverton Projeét:

Mr. Oscar K. Barnes, of the Agricultural Extension Service, manifésty the fasci-
nating complexities of modeérh: cultire, ad well as the' partnership that con-
tinues to exp# etween: the: University ahd the farming comimunity,

What these'men ‘g0’ ataply: defhonistrate iy the working out of a concept of‘
Americatylife: which has béeén so:vital to:uk siheé our beginmngs many years
ago. The Jeffersonian concépt that a democratic soc¢iety must be peopled with gelf-’
su\tammg and self-determining citizen$ s i conicept 'Just as viable in 1967 as it
was in 1767. Indeed, a valid case can be made that such a concept is even more
important today. It is true that the aeceptance: of the role of small farmers in
American life' has been  subject tocriticisiiii by ‘some historians and others
throughout our mational life. However, there ig no gainsaying the necessity for
self-gustaining and sélf-determining eitizéhwiti a democracv

Secretary of Agricultu ‘ree oF pointed out again and again'that our
concern with the problem of inereasingly crowded urbah areas chinot be dealt
with without givingequal attention to the tragic drift:away from: the farm baqk
toward. the city. :In my own case; I have long sineé gpoken and promoted the
principle of doing all that we can, and parenthetically, I don’t think that we have
done all that'we can, to aid and increase the appeal of farm life.

It is my convietion that those who leave thefarm do net do so because the city
‘has some magic lure, but that they leave regretfully, knowing that the abandén-
ment of the farm is also the abandonment of an‘idea—a worthwhile idea. 8. 670
asks that the Federal Government once again do all that it can to shore up not:
only the canals and-drainage system in'the Midvale District, but to shore up a
crucial value. - i

The Riverton Project, with the aid of passage of 8. 670; will reaffirm our com=
mitment to small farmers as-the vital agent of a self-bubtaming, self-determin-
ing citizenry.

These successful Riverton Project farmers are living testimony to the worth
of the Jeffersonian principle, as well ag thé new breed of farmer so necessary to
our national life. No Ionger:can the American farmer view his task as a simple
sowing of seed and awaiting nature’s bounty. These men have put into practice
what good farmers in.Ameriea have ‘always known. That is, we cannot torture
our land with a single crop, but:instead we must diversify the crops which feed
our people Such diversification takes immense skill: The farmer today is a student
of surprising proportion. Not only is he a seed expert, but a soil expert, water
expert,” financial expert and a marketing eéxpert. This is not to imention the
knowledge demands made upon: the ffu'mer by comphcated machinery, power
sources, and a capricious climate. :

S. GaO recognizes the complexities of moderh farming and’ espeeially the need -
for diversification, which is why, for example,.the’farnmers ‘on:the Riverton
Project are as concerned with fish and wﬂdlit‘e ﬁxevelopment as they are with
purely agricultural matters.

The resources: of the Midvale Irrigatlon Distmct are many. The Distriet in-
cludes 45,000 acres of good, irrigable lands which have produced: $58,900,000.in
Crop value

There are three hundred experienced farm‘operators of demonstrated manager-
ial ability and resources on the Project.

The Distriet hag established community and: 1nst1tuf10nal services, including

roads, schools, electric and telephone systems; and bmlness and professmnal
services. :

The Distriet faces the following needs :

‘A-drainage constructioh program to protect faun lands: from seepage.

A rehablhtatlon and bettérment program for replacement of project system
structures long past a normal life expectancy.

Additionalirrigable lands to.permit enlargement of small farms into economic
family-size units.

The restoration of Third Division lands to the tax roles of local govemmental
units.




