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Subsection 3(c), that net revenues of the Missouri River Basin
project would be ‘1pp11e(1 to.reimbursable ‘costs not assigned to be
repmd by irrigators or returned from net revenues of the unit.

tion 4 modifies the excess land provisions of the Federal re-
clamation laws to permit delivery of water to owners of 160 acres
of class 11and or their equivalent in other land classes.

Law 88-278 permitted modification of the excess-land pro-
visions of lands in the third division alone. This bill would extend
that modification to the entire unit and is justified by the same con-
ditions—all these lands are located at high altitudes with a relati
short growing season and are limited in the crops that can be gro

This land- equlvﬂent formula is set out in the map attached to the
tentative firm unit layout for third division has been introduced
by Mr. Ed Bogacz, commissioner for Midvale Irrigation District,
The application of this formula c: best be seen by the map of the
proposed farm umnits for third division. In order to effectuate the
full intent of this legislation, this 160- land-equivalent formula
will be necessary to put present Midvale farmers in position to pur-
chage the third division lands if and wheu they are sold by the
(Government.

Subsection 5 (a) 1111]101170‘; the Secretary to sell lands on the unit
at public or private sale in tracts of any size at not less than their
appraised, then fair market value, so long as no one owner holds more

an 160 acres of class 1 lands or their.equivalent as elassified under

otion 4 of the bill.

This section, authorizing the sale of lands on the unit, is extremely
important to the economic future of the project, city of Riverton,
Fremont County, and the entire State of Wyoming.

The purchase of the third division lands by the Government in
1964 1lted in serious consequences to many businesses and political
subdivisions of the State of W(% /yoming. The Riverton Valley Electric
A@ﬂocmtlon, a. rural tric cooperative serving Fremont County,
h( 83 mil Jectrical® distribution lines with an investment of

FoXi 1y $80,000 in"thie third division area: Before the buy-out

s had 94 setvices and now has 29 active meters.

The loss of annual revenue from 65 idle meters is estimated to be
$9,400 and creates a burden-on the members of the co-op:to repay the
REA debt seérvies which includes costs of facilities that are now un-
productive.

1 thlrd hv'qmn buv out affected the Pavillion School District
100l District No. 24. Fhese (11®’r1‘1c’rs suffered ‘
3S ng capacity of 5
l‘he net loss of do]hr income to these school “districts as a rmulf
ase ssed real and personal prol
)0. This income reduction came at o time when both dmrmts
of construction of new facilities.
real and personal property valuation resulted
in a st b.st(mtml ‘tax revenue loss to Fremont QOounty. The board of
igsi rere compelled: to.continue services such as road main- -

‘ ed controlin the third division area wut the benefit

of ompenqmtlncr revenues. :




