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The Cleveland aircraft fire tests established that the life of a pas-
senger may be endangered by the presence of these toxic fumes even
during the 90-second escape period recently established by the Federal
Aviation Administration. .

In addition to hydrogen cyanide other gases that the passenger in
a burning airliner faces are hydrogen chloride, phosgene, carbon mon-
oxide, carbon dioxide, hydrogen fluoride and nitric oxide, which are
also released from the materials used in the cabin interior.

This toxic environment can dehabilitate or take the life of a pas-
senger rendering him incapable of following the established evacua-
tion procedures,

The Cleveland fire tests showed that there would be an extended
period of time well beyond normal evacuation times during which the
femr;emtures of the cabin environment would not reach incapacitating

evels.

On October 24,1968, new standards are being put.into effect by the
Federal Aviation Administration concerning the cabin interior ma-
terials. These standards only concern flameproof criteria and do not
take into consideration the problem of toxic gases.. The APA feels
that there will be continuing threats to the safety of all aboard com-
mercial aircraft until a requirement is established for nontoxic
materials. .

The APA is sufficiently concerned about this problem to air travelers
that it has undertaken a special investigation at its own expense of
the status of Aér Force One, the aircraft in which the President and
other dignitaries regularly fly.

The results of the analysis of the interior materials of Air Force One
will be released as soon as they are made available, hopefully by the
conclusion of these hearings.

‘We hope to discover whether the red carpet treatment afforded these
officials is not'a potentially lethal one.

We have taken the liberty of attaching a bibliography to this state-
ment which, we feel, is a good summary of the liferature on these
problems. '
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